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VELLOW VESTS 


FIGHT TO PUSH TORIES OUT 


GET RID 


How racist lies are being given an academic gloss 


Refugee with 
cancer thrown 
on the street 


AN ASYLUM seeker from 
Eritrea with cancer has 
spoken out about his horrific 
treatment under the Tories’ 
racist charges in the NHS. 

Esayas Welday had begun 
chemotherapy for blood cancer 
at Northwick Park hospital in 
west London last May. 

But after a few weeks hospital 
bosses discharged Esayas onto 
the street. They said they could 
no longer treat him because he 
was not able to pay £33,000 for 
his care so far. 

“It’s horrible and inhumane 
to have a person who is sick 
dumped onto the street without 
food or shelter or medication,” 


Esayas Welday 


Esayas told The Guardian 
newspaper. 

“They decided that they 
didn’t care about my life, health 
and illness.” 

Esayas was given medica- 
tions and told to keep them in 
a fridge—even though he was 
homeless and didn’t have one. 

The treatment of Esayas 
shows the brutality of racist 
checks and charges in the NHS. 

Refugees and migrants from 
outside of the European Union 
are not eligible for free care 
unless it is “urgent or immedi- 
ately necessary”. As a cancer 
patient Esayas could have still 
been treated. 

The problem isn’t how bosses’ 
interpret the rules—the problem 
is the rules. They are designed 
to discourage migrants seeking 
care, to scapegoat migrants for 
the NHS crisis, and as a stepping 
stone to charging other patients. 
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the TROUBLEMAKER 


THE THINGS 


THEY SAY 


‘People keep 
saying—down 
with the rich’ 


The queen’s nephew, the 2nd 
Earl of Snowdon, complains 
that people don’t understand 
how hard it is to be wealthy 


‘Politically 
correct 
nonsense. The 
National Trust is 
kowtowing to 
left-wing 
populism’ 

Robin Page of the Countryside 
Restoration Trust describes 


the National Trust’s plans to 
remember Peterloo Massacre 


‘Animal rights 
headbangers’ 


Odious Daily Mail columnist 
Richard Littlejohn on 
opposition to penguins being 
put on an ice rink 


Richest 26 people have the 
Same wealth as poorest hal 


THE COMBINED fortunes of the 
world’s billionaires rose by £2 billion 
a day last year, while 3.4 billion peo- 
ple were forced to survive on less than 
£4.27 a day each. 

The 26 richest people globally now 
hold the same wealth as the poorest 
half of the population. 

The results of a similar survey for 
2017 showed the richest 43 people 
owned the same wealth as the bottom 
half of the population. 

In the ten years since the financial 
crisis, the number of billionaires has 
nearly doubled. 

A new billionaire was created every 
two days. 

Oxfam’s Public Good or Private 
Wealth? study showed the wealth of 
billionaires rocketed by £700 billion in 
2018. 

The 12 percent increase in the wealth 
of the very richest contrasted with a 
fall of 11 percent in the wealth of the 
poorest half of the world’s population. 

The world’s richest man, Amazon 
founder Jeff Bezos, could fund 


Ethiopia’s health budget with 1 percent 
of his estimated £108.7 billion fortune. 

Meanwhile, the _ poorest 
10 percent of people in Britain 
now pay a higher proportion of 
their income in tax than the richest 
10 percent, the study added. 

The charity said forcing the top 
1 percent to pay an extra 
0.5 percent tax would raise an estimated 
£324.6 billion per year worldwide. 


Healthcare 
An estimated 10,000 people die every 
day due to a lack of healthcare, while 
262 million children miss out on any 
schooling at all. 

As a result, the report 
concluded, the number of billionaires 
owning as much wealth as half the 
world’s population fell from 43 in 2017 
to 26 last year. In 2016 the number was 
61. 

The report said, “Governments face 
a choice between a life of dignity for all 
citizens or continued extreme wealth 
for a tiny few.” 


PANIC! OK, now breathe. Troublemaker 


is happy to bring to the readers’ 


attention the Deluxe Brexit Box to start 
your Brexit Stockpile. It has a stove and 
60 servings of main meals, 26 breakfast 
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BILLIONAIRE JEFF Bezos lives a life of luxury— 
millions in Kenya’s Kibera slum are in poverty 


RICH RACIST Nigel Farage 
chartering a private jet 

to fly to Strasbourg puts 
another dent in his man of 

the people nonsense. The 


‘Did anyone ask 
the penguins?’ 


Littlejohn loses it 


servings, 23 dessert servings and 48 
portions of meat and some other stuff. 
A snip at £595 (reduced from £635). 
You can have the non-deluxe version 


MEP trousers up to £700,000 
on top of his £90,000 EU 
salary. Farage bragged about 


for £295. But you deserve the best. 


Relief from Brexit 7 


a mystery businessman 


‘lm surprised 
that Prince Philip 
hasn't felt he 
wants to contact 
me and inquire as 
to howlam’ 


Emma Fairweather, who 
was injured in the car 
crash involving the Duke of 
Edinburgh 


‘l always wanted 
to meet a royal— 


but not this way’ 
Another passenger hit by the 
Duke 


Training new bosses 


to claim expenses 


WHEN THE London 
Business School recruited 
Francois Ortalo-Magne to 
become its dean in August 
2017, it offered him a 
salary of £501,000 and 
free accommodation. 

But the package 
has not stopped the 
administrator being 
assiduous with his 


antibacterial gel and 
a £10 drink described 
as a “222 detox”. 

For students paying 
£82,000 to study for an 
MBA at the school this 

year it might be a 


“AA, little galling. 
The dean’s wife, 
a. Sondra, has also 


been a beneficiary 


expense claims, charging Se of the school’s 


for a £1 bag of salt 
and vinegar 
crisps from 
Marks & 
Spencer. 

He 
claimed for 
a £1.90 
bag of 
chocolate 
almonds, 
a £1.25 


generosity, often 
accompanying him 


Her flights cost 

nearly £20,000. 
It’s a small 
glimpse into the 
lifestyle of the 
man responsible 
for training the 
world’s future 

bosses. 


Francois Ortalo-Magne 


Get in 
touch with 


Socialist 
Worker 


Email reports@ 
socialistworker.co.uk 


Web www.socialistworker.co.uk 


Facebook “Socialist Worker (Britain)” 


Twitter @socialistworker 


on overseas trips. 


paying for the flights. 


Only five police officers 
lose jobs for misconduct 


ONLY five police level of disciplinary 


officers in charges that 
England can result in 
and Wales sacking, was 
who faced not proved. 
misconduct Charges 
cases were were upheld 
dismissed against 15 

in the past police officers— 


five were sacked 
and ten received 
other sanctions. 

Nearly half of officers 
who in October were 
listed as “suspended 
from duty” had 
been suspended for 
at least a year. 

A Metropolitan Police 
officer suspended since 
2014, who has been paid 
more than £150,000, has 
retrained as a priest. 


three years. 

In two thirds of the 
48 cases directed by the 
Independent Office for 
Police Conduct, “gross 
misconduct” charges 
were not proved. 

There were 
48 directing hearings 
across 19 police forces 
in the three years 
to October 2018. 

In 33 cases gross 
misconduct, the highest 
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Abuse cops on 
trial over fake 
evidence 


DETECTIVE Constable 
Sharon Patterson and Lee 
Pollard, a former detective 
constable, are accused of 
forging documents and 
concealing evidence over 
three years. 

They allegedly forged 
pages purporting to be 
from prosecution lawyers. 

The two are accused of 
misconduct in public office 
in Essex police’s child 
abuse investigation team 
between 2011 and 2014. 

Pollard is further 
accused of deliberately 
destroying four 
photographs that were 
“relevant and important 
exhibits”, and Patterson 
is said to have forged a 
witness statement. 

The officers, who live 
together in Colchester, 
deny the charges. 

One allegation against 
Patterson involves a 
teenager who said that 
she was regularly raped 
by her father for five years 
from the age of six. 

Her account was 
supported by a sister’s 
previous allegations, and 
the mother gave “highly 
relevant” details when 
interviewed by Patterson. 

But the officer instead 
recorded that she was 
“unwilling” to make a 
statement. 

She advised a 
supervisor that the claims 
were those of a “bitter” 
ex-wife trying to make life 
difficult for her former 
husband. The investigation 
was dropped. 

The trial continues. 


Free 
school shuts 


Failin 


TECH CITY College 
in Islington, north 
London, is to close. 

Back in 2014 Islington 
teachers warned that 
the proposed free 
school threatened to 
create a “wild west” of 
schooling provision. 

Tech City College was 
a new name given to 
the college when it was 
taken over by new private 
sponsors having failed 
an Ofsted inspection. 

It is closing in the 
summer due to being 
“financially unsustainable” 
with only 49 students. 
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Scottish college lecturers 


strike for justice over pay 


THOUSANDS OF college lectur- 
ers struck across Scotland last 
Wednesday in a battle over pay. 

Members of the EIS Further 
Education Lecturers’ Association 
(Fela) union are determined to win 
a pay rise that at least matches the 
rate of inflation. 

John Kelly, EIS branch secretary at 
West College Scotland told Socialist 
Worker, “We had big picket lines and 
support from students at our sites. 
Reports from across Scotland are 
that the strike has been very solidly 
supported. 

“The management were seeing 
whether we could hold a strike suc- 
cessfully, and we have passed that 
test.” The strike is the latest phase of 
an extended battle over pay. 

Twenty years of local bargaining 
created wide differences between the 
pay of lecturers in different colleges. 

When central bargaining was 
re-introduced, lecturers fought for and 
won equalisation of pay across the 
sector in 2017 after sustained strikes. 

But the college bosses and the 
Scottish government now insist that 
because justice has been restored, the 
extra money should count against 
any cost of living increase. 


Outrage 
New College Lanarkshire EIS-Fela 
rep Angela McCormick told Socialist 
Worker, “It’s an outrage that winning 
equality is now being held against us. 
We are more determined than ever to 
get the result we deserve.” 
Speaking at a rally in sup- 
port of the pay campaign at the 
Scottish Parliament in Edinburgh on 
Wednesday, EIS general secretary 
Larry Flanagan said, “The support at 
the picket lines this morning shows 
that EIS-Fela is stronger than ever. 
“It is a disgrace that Colleges 
Scotland have not sat down to nego- 
tiate with us ahead of today’s strike. 
“This is now the third year in a row 
that management intransigence has 
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STRIKERS AT Moray College, Elgin 


BACK STORY 


College lecturers in Scotland have 
fought a long-running battle over 
pay 

@Members of the ElS-Fela union 
finally won centralised pay 
bargaining after a Scotland-wide 
strike in 2016 

@They had to strike again in 2017 
to make bosses honor the deal by 
leveling some lecturers’ pay up to 
equalise rates 


@Now bosses claim that this 
should count against any cost of 
living increase 


Breakfast i 


Sign up to our morning newsletter Breakfast in Red and get the latest 


news every day. 


For updates and analysis on the stories that matter go to 
socialistworker.co.uk/breakfastinred 


forced lecturers into strikes—initially 
to deliver an equal pay agreement 
and, now, in pursuit of fair cost of 
living pay settlements.” 

Pam added, “Lecturers have had 
no cost of living pay rise since April 
2016, and management’s final offer, 
amounting to a consolidated rise 
of less than 1 percent per year, was 
overwhelmingly rejected in October 
2018.” 

The union says that if there is not 
progress towards a much better offer 
then further strikes will follow. 

There is a potential for action by 
school teachers over pay as well. The 
EIS council last Saturday decided 
to give formal notice to employers 


Picture: @EISFELAMorayCot on TwitTeR 


of a strike ballot of school teachers 
later this month. They had voted by 
98 percent on a 74 percent turnout 
in an indicative ballot to reject a pay 
offer which would have seen rises 
heading towards 5 percent. 

Teachers are demanding a rise of 
10 percent to partially make up for a 
cut of 24 percent since 2008. 

Action by lecturers and school 
teachers together could really shake 
the Scottish government and be an 
inspiration to others. 


What's your story? 


Email with your ideas 
reports@socialistworker.co.uk 
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Rigg cops’ hearing begins 


AN INTERNAL police misconduct 
hearing of charges against five 
people who were cops at the time 
of Sean Rigg’s death began on 
Monday of this week. 

Andrew Birks, Richard Glasson, 
Matthew Forward, Mark Harratt 
and sergeant Paul 
White are all accused of 
breaching professional 
standards of conduct. 

Sean died on the floor 
of the holding area at 
Brixton police station in 
south London on 
21 August 2008. 

The hearing heard how 
four constables were in a 
police van on the day of 
Sean’s death. 


They restrained Sean and took 
him to Brixton police station. 

The misconduct accusations 
relate to the accounts that 
the cops gave to the various 
investigations into Sean’s death. 

Marcia Rigg, sister of Sean 
Rigg, called for “a fair, 
transparent and truthful 
hearing into our beloved 
brother’s death”. 

The five had tried to 
prevent the hearings 
from proceeding, arguing 
that too much time had 
passed for them to have 
a fair hearing. 

The misconduct 
hearing is set to be held 
in public for six weeks. 


Picture: Guy SMALLMAN 


‘The money 
Is there for 
education’ 


UCU UNION members at 
16 colleges were set to strike 
on Tuesday of next week. The 
walkout is the second wave 
of action in a battle over pay. 
The bosses’ Association of 
Colleges has offered a 
below-inflation rise of 1 
percent. Yet the union says 
the value of workers’ pay has 
dropped by 25 percent in real 
terms over the last decade. 
Workers at 14 of the 
colleges will hold a two-day 
strike from next Tuesday. 
Those at Leicester will strike 
on 29 and 31 January, and 
those at Kendal will be out on 
29 January and 12 February. 
UCU members at six 
colleges struck in November 
to kick off the dispute. 
Workers know the money is 
there for real terms pay rises. 
A deal reached last year 
at the Capital City College 
Group, which includes three 
colleges, gave 1,700 workers 
a 5 percent rise. It followed 
eight days of strikes. Zeina is 
a UCU member at Lambeth 


a 
Workers struck last year 


College, which was part of 
the strike in November. She 
said the deal was “amazing” 
because it shows that bigger 
pay rises are possible. 

Jim, another UCU member 
at the college, said the 
strikes are popular. “More 
support staff have joined the 
UCU so they can take action 
over pay,” he told Socialist 
Worker. 

The strikes for pay are 
also about fighting to protect 
education for vulnerable 
people. Maria, an Esol 
teacher at Lambeth, told 
Socialist Worker, “This 
college really makes a 
difference to people’s lives. 

“The money is there for 
pay and education, but it’s 
going elsewhere. 

“Some in management 
get ridiculous amounts 
of money. We know other 
colleges have won over pay— 
and | hope we win too.” 

The colleges striking on 29 and 
30 January are Abingdon and 
Witney, Bridgwater and Taunton, 
City of Wolverhampton, 
Coventry, East Sussex, Harlow, 
Hugh Baird, West Thames, 
Bath, Bradford, Croydon, 
Lambeth, New College Swindon 
and Petroc in Devon 
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May playing 
for time as 
Brexit rifts 
get deeper 


The pressure is on Theresa May after 
a record defeat for her Brexit deal, 
writes Tomas Tengely-Evans 


THERESA MAY declared on 
Monday that “it is clear that the 
government’s approach had to 
change” over Brexit. She then 
made clear that it is not going to 
change. 

May has desperately tried to gain 
more time for her ramshackle gov- 
ernment by putting off making any 
decisions. 

Her Brexit deal suffered a 
shattering defeat of 432 to 202 votes 
last week—the highest government 
defeat in the Commons ever. 

The government only survived a 
no confidence motion the following 
night by the votes of 325 MPs to 306. 

After MPs voted down the 
deal, she was mandated by par- 
liament to come up with a plan B 
within three days. 

This turned out to be almost iden- 
tical to plan A—except that MPs 
won't have a “meaningful vote” on 
it for weeks. 


Jargon 
May is putting forward what’s 
known in parliamentary jargon as a 
“neutral motion” on Tuesday of next 
week. 
This means MPs will vote on a 
Brexit plan—but it won’t be binding. 
May is heading back to beg the 
European Union’s (EU) rulers for 
changes to the deal. She vainly 


BACK STORY 


Theresa May is struggling to get 
MPs to back a deal on Brexit 


@Her initial deal was rejected 
on 15 January by 432 to 202 
votes—a record defeat 


@The deal would see Britain 
remain in the EU for a transitional 
period after 29 March 


@And Northern Ireland could 
remain in the EU customs union if 
no further agreement is reached 
@Labour has failed to capitalise 
on the Tories’ crisis and call for 
struggle that could get them out 


hopes to have something new for a 
“meaningful vote” in February. 

But the EU has already said 
it won’t make any fundamental 
changes. 

Tory and Labour Party MPs have 
piled in to add amendments to the 
deal. Voting on these amendments 
will widen the rifts within the Tory 
party over Brexit. 

Home secretary Amber Rudd said 
dozens of ministers would resign 
unless Tory MPs were given a “free 
vote” on an amendment ruling out a 
no-deal Brexit. 

This means the party leadership 
wouldn’t instruct MPs how to vote. 


I t 
Protesters in Portsmouth last Saturday (see page 19) 
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THERESA MAY survived a confidence vote last week. But nearly half of MPs voted against her 


Yet May had to say the government 
couldn’t rule out a no-deal Brexit for 
fear of resignations or revolt from 
right wing backbenchers. 

The Tories are torn between the 
demands of big business and bigotry. 

Their friends in the banks and big 
business are desperate to remain in 
the EU’s single market because it 
protects their wealth and privilege 
(see right). 

They are also trying to chase right 
wing voters by appealing to racism 
and nationalism. 

Millions of people are frustrated 
by the shambles in parliament, but 
Labour and union leaders aren’t 


mobilising against the Tories. This 
risks leaving working class people 
as spectators to a ruling class crisis. 


Paralysed 
Labour remains paralysed by its own 
Brexit divisions. 

A Labour amendment would give 
MPs a vote on whether they think 
a second referendum—disingenu- 
ously dubbed a “People’s Vote”—is 
a good idea. 

And Labour’s shadow Brexit sec- 
retary Keir Starmer is now openly 
pushing for a second referendum in 
defiance of party policy. 

But holding a second referendum 


would be dangerous and divisive. 

The People’s Vote campaign is led 
by big business and Blairites who 
offer no solution to the problems 
working class people face. 

The best response is to have more 
struggle, force a general election, 
drive out the Tories and their regime 
of austerity and racism. 

It would also be to fight for a 
Brexit that works for workers and 
migrants, not the rich and racists. 


On other pages... 
Ly Corbyn can break through Brexit 


impasse >>Page 6 


Tories retreat over £65 fee for EU migrants 


THERESA MAY has been 
forced to retreat over 
making European Union 
(EU) migrants pay to stay 
in Britain after Brexit. 

The Tories were making 
migrants who already live 
in Britain pay a £65 fee to 
apply for “settled status” 
after Brexit. 

Applying for the Settled 
Status Scheme would give 
migrants access to public 
services such as the NHS. 

Now migrants won't 
have to pay the fee—and 


= | e = 
Defending EU migrants 


those who have already 
paid will have their fee 
refunded. 

There are still major 


scheme. 


evidence. 


problems with the 


The 3 Million migrant 
campaign said, “Of the 
69 EU citizens assisted 
through the Settled 
Status application by 
the Roma Support 
Group over one third hit 
technical difficulties or 
had to provide further 


“In many cases the 
HMRC & DWP records 
wrongly stated that EU 
citizen applicants were 


only entitled to the lesser 
status of Pre-Settled 
Status.” 

It went on to point out 
that “those who relied 
more on benefits were 
affected the most.” 

Getting rid of the 
fee doesn’t make these 
problems go away. 

EU citizens shouldn't 
have to go through any 
processing—whether with 
a fee or not. 

But the retreat shows 
the Tories’ weakness. 
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Say no to the 
neoliberal 
single market 


THE EUROPEAN Union (EU) is a 
bosses’ club that polices austerity 
across the continent. 

The EU’s single market rules 
restrict left wing policies such as 
nationalisation. 

Under these rules, a Jeremy 
Corbyn-led Labour government 


would only be allowed to nationalise 


individual rail companies for 
instance. 
But it couldn’t nationalise the 
whole rail industry and run it as 
a public service. It would have to 
retain at least some form of private 
competition. 
This would mean companies 
such as Northern rail could keep 
stuffing their wallets while running 
services into the ground. 


Competition 

And the overwhelming drive 
from the EU is to open up public 
services to private competition. 

Labour’s talk of “renationalising” 
the whole of the NHS? Forget it 
while staying within the single 
market. 

Unfortunately, some left wingers 
have lined up behind dumping 
freedom of movement after Brexit. 

Immigration doesn’t undermine 
workers’ wages or put strain on 
public services—Tory cuts and 
greedy bosses are to blame. 

We need stronger trade unions 
that unite people born here and 
migrant workers, not stronger 
immigration controls. 

We say no to the single market 
and yes to freedom of movement. 


Bosses split over which 
deal best protects profit 


THE BANKS and big business 
are ramping up pressure on MPs 
to cobble together a deal that 
protects their interests. 

Director general of the CBI 
bosses’ organisation Carolyn 
Fairbairn made clear it wanted 
cross party talks to rule out a 
no-deal Brexit. 

She said, “While the 
government’s move to consult 
more widely is welcome, the 
fundamentals have not changed. 

“There must be a new cross- 
party approach, where leaders 
compromise and find a path that 
safeguards the economy.” 

By “economy” Fairbairn means 
bosses’ profits. 

The CBI was willing to 
accept May’s Brexit deal as a 
compromise that committed to 
keeping the EU’s free market 
rules. 

But now it can see that it won’t 
get through the Commons. 

Sections of business are now 
pushing for a “Norway+ deal”. 

This would mean staying 
within the European Economic 
Area (EEA), which includes the 


CBI director general Carolyn Fairbairn 


EU plus Switzerland and Norway. 

It would keep all of the 
neoliberal aspects of the EU. 

The choices between Tory 
versions of “hard”, “soft” or 
no-deal Brexit are false choices 
for working class people. 

The Brexit deal will always be 
bad as long as it is based on Tory 
policies that protect the 
super-rich and attack workers. 


WHAT WE THINK 


TEXTILE WORKERS DON’T 
WANNABE EXPLOITED 


HE SPICE Girls have 
come under fire this week 
for commissioning T-shirts 
that are made by women 
earning just 35p an hour. 

The merchandise, sold for 
Comic Relief’s “gender justice” 
campaign, was manufactured in 
Gazipur, Bangladesh. 

Machinists worked up to 
16 hours a day and suffered 
barrages of sexist abuse and 
bullying. 

The T-shirts were produced at 
Interstoff’s factory in Gazipur. The 
company is co-owned by Shahriar 
Alam, a Bangladeshi foreign affairs 
minister, and makes garments 
for a number of British retailers 
including Tesco, Marks & Spencer 
and Mothercare. 

Another factory used by Tesco, 
Sainsbury’s and Mothercare 
was forced to compensate an 
“outspoken” female worker after 
she was beaten up on the orders 
of management and threatened 
with murder. 

The worker, who sat on 
the factory’s anti-harassment 
committee, was among 
20 employees sacked last year after 
being accused of attacking factory 
management. The revelations 
follow huge strikes by tens of 


thousands of garment workers in 
Bangladesh earlier in January. 

British retailers outsource 
exploitation and oppression to 
local firms. 

Around four million people 
work in clothing factories making 
items for a host of high street 
chains. 

Last September the Bangladesh 
government promised clothing 
workers that the minimum 
wage would be increased to £92 
a month. But workers rightly 
demanded £147 a month—double 
the current amount. 

After weeks of unrest, workers 
struck on 6 January demanding 
better pay and encountered brutal 
repression. Police fired tear gas 


The movement 
against poverty 
wages can’t be 
reduced to where 


we shop 
Sass) 


and rubber bullets at strike rallies. 

It shows how even the lowest 
paid workers aren’t just passive 
victims of bullying bosses—and 
can fight back. 

They won some small 
gains economically, but most 
importantly increased their 
organisation and reaffirmed 
their fighting spirit. Bosses were 
outraged. Now unions and local 
rights groups say over 1,400 
workers have been sacked. 

Some only found out by seeing 
their name and photo posted 
on the factory gates when they 
turned up to work. 

The movement against poverty 
wages in Bangladesh can’t be 
reduced to which shops people 
choose to buy from. 

The blame doesn’t lie with 
ordinary people buying cheap 
clothes, but with bosses. 

Workers in Bangladesh are 
showing the best way to fight back. 

Supporting them means 
stripping away the “acceptable” face 
of British multinational retailers 
and attacking their disgusting 
alliance with anti-union firms. 

Against the global chains of 
capitalist exploitation we need the 
power of workers’ international 
solidarity. 


BIAS IS BUSINESS AS USUAL 


IANE ABBOTT’S disgraceful 
treatment on the BBC’s 
Question Time programme 
shone a light on media bias. 
Abbott, Labour’s shadow 
home secretary, said she was 
interrupted twice as many times 
as Tory MP Rory Stewart. 
Presenter Fiona Bruce told 
Abbott she was wrong to say 
Labour and the Tories are “neck 
and neck” in the opinion polls. 
In fact Abbott was right. 
It should be no surprise that 
the capitalist media ridicules left 


wingers, women and black people. 

The media—not just right wing 
rags such as the Daily Mail—has 
targeted Jeremy Corbyn since he 
was elected Labour leader in 2015. 

But this isn’t just about how 
individuals are treated. There is 
a bias in the mainstream media 
in favour of capitalism and the 
bosses’ worldview. 

So Israeli attacks on 
Palestinians are reported as 
“retaliation”. Royals are treated 
like national treasures. It’s 
assumed there is a “refugee 


problem”.And it’s reported as 
“bad news” if profits are down. 
Not all mainstream media 
is the same, but none of it is 
impartial. It’s dominated by 
establishment figures who 
have an interest in propping up 
the system. But people don’t 
automatically swallow media lies. 
Our rulers put so much effort 
into pushing their views because 
they fear ordinary people standing 
up to them. We should challenge 
their bias—and the rotten system 
it defends. 


The latest issue of International Socialism journal is out now 
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Corbyn can break 
impasse over Brexit 


AFTER THE crushing House of Commons defeat for her 
deal with the European Union (EU), Theresa May has 
been going through the motions of talking to opposition 
parties. But this is purely symbolic—and not just because 
of the absence of Jeremy Corbyn from these discussions. 

May made it clear that she’s not prepared to budge from 
the “red lines” she drew back in November 2016. 

The most important of these are that after Brexit Britain 
would not remain in the European Single Market or a 
customs union with the EU and that free movement for 
European citizens would end. 

But these exclusions mean the remaining EU 27 won’t 
offer May a deal very different from the one they signed 
up to in November. “She’s boxed in by her red lines, I 
don’t understand how a new outcome can come out of this 
process,” said Green MP Caroline Lucas after meeting May. 

May is still making a play for the support of the Tory right 
and the Loyalist Democratic Unionist Party (DUP). This 
makes a certain kind of crude sense, since it was DUP votes 
that saved her in last week’s no confidence debate initiated 
by Corbyn. 

But it’s exactly this group that vehemently rejects the 
backstop the EU insisted on including in the withdrawal 
treaty. This would keep the north of Ireland in the EU 
customs union if this was the only way of keeping the border 
with the south open. This is anathema to the DUP since this 
would give the Six Counties a different status from the rest 
of the United Kingdom. 

The backstop is justified as essential to maintaining the 
1998 peace agreement that ended the war between the Irish 
Republican Army and the British state. But there are other 
ways of keeping the border open. Britain and Ireland have 
belonged to a Common Travel Area since the south won 
Home Rule in 1922. 

This was reinforced by a 1965 free-trade agreement. This 
arrangement can’t be restored because, as Financial Times 
columnist Martin Sandbu says, “The EU is clear that it will 
not give up control of its external border.” 

So the backstop is about maintaining the EU as an 
imperial and expansionist entity that puts increasing 
resources towards policing its borders. 


Abolishing 


There is a simpler way of keeping the border open, which is 
to hold an all-Ireland referendum on abolishing it altogether 
by creating a united 32-county republic. 

Corbyn has been attacked for having unrealistic red 
lines, summarised in his speech in Hastings last week as 
“our alternative plan based around a permanent customs 
union with a British say in future trade deals; a strong single 
market relationship; and a guarantee at least to keep pace 
with EU rights at work, environmental protections, and 
consumer standards.” 

The first proposal isn’t absurd—Switzerland currently 
has access to the Single Market but can make its own trade 
deals—though the European Commission is, typically, trying 
to scrap this. 

The problem with the plan is the price the EU might exact, 
in particular by imposing controls designed to block the 
alternative economic policies Corbyn wants to pursue. 

But he has some cards in his hand. He followed May 
in arguing that Brexit means ending free movement for 
European workers. This was a disastrous mistake, for 
principled reasons. Ending free movement threatens the 
rights of over three million European citizens living in 
Britain and thereby divides and weakens the entire working 
class. It also concedes the lie that migration is a “problem”. 

But it was also a mistake strategically. If Corbyn went 
back to his previous support for free movement, he would 
also be extending a hand to left wing Remainers. Many are 
rightly indignant about the plight of EU citizens in Britain. 

Supporting free movement would also offer a different 
image of a Labour Britain from May’s mean-spirited Toryism. 
It might actually improve Britain’s bargaining position with 
the EU, which has used the end of free movement to justify 
ruling out various options. 

Such a shift in Labour policy could have a huge impact. 
May’s impasse can still lead to a general election that puts 
Corbyn in the driving seat. 


ATTACKS UNLEASHED by Margaret Thatcher (below) 


have wrecked council housing 
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London councils are losing 
millions from Right to Buy 


by ALISTAIR FARROW 


LONDON COUNCILS are 
paying over £22 million a 
year to rent back homes 
they were forced to sell 
under the Tories’ Right to 
Buy scheme. 

The “flagship” policy was 
introduced by Margaret 
Thatcher’s government in the 
1980s. 

A report by Labour Greater 
London Assembly member 
Tom Copley shows that 
54,000 former local authority 
homes are being rented back 
to councils in London. 

The new figure represents 
an increase of over 11,000 
since 2014. Of all the former 
council homes sold off in 
London under Right to Buy, 
42 percent are now being 
rented out by landlords. 

Newham council has the 
highest figure, with almost 
£13 million a year in rent 
going to private landlords who 
own former council houses. 


Slum 
As a result renters are at the 
mercy of the likes of Bernard 
McGowan, a slum landlord 
with a £30 million property 
empire. 

The Guardian newspa- 
per revealed last year that 
McGowan was still operating 
as a landlord despite failing 
a “fit and proper” test and 
being convicted under the 
Housing Act six times. 

It has now been revealed 


that McGowan has received 
£500,000 in rent from 
Brent council, in north 
west London, in the form of 
housing benefit. 

This is despite the coun- 
cil having banned him from 
operating as a landlord. 

Housing inspectors’ 
departments at councils have 
been cut to the bone. 

And even when people like 
McGowan are caught out, 
councils are powerless to stop 
them from moving to operate 
in a different local authority. 

Copley’s report shines a 
welcome light on a huge 


Figures show fire risk 


JUST 26 local authorities 
out of 128 surveyed 
are using registered 
fire risk assessors, 
an investigation by 
the Inside Housing 
magazine has revealed. 
Some 
23 councils 
used a mixture 
of unregistered 
and registered, 
and 23 used only 
unregistered. 
Some 56 did 
not know if their 
assessors were 
registered. 
The new figures 
are a result of 
deregulation 


Thatcher—Tory wrecker 


and privatisation. And 
it’s one more example 
that little has changed 
since the Grenfell Tower 
fire in June 2017. 

Carl Stokes, the risk 
assessor for the tower, 
signed it off as safe. 
There should be no 
such loopholes. 

The Hackitt 
Review into building 

. regulations has 
recommended 
that risk 
assessors should 
have third party 
accreditation. 
That should be 

an absolute 
minimum. 


Housing is still 
unsafe after fire 


scandal, but it offers little 
by way of addressing it. It 
talks up London mayor Sadiq 
Khan’s “ring fence offer” 
for Right to Buy receipts 
in London to be reinvested 
by into building new social 
housing. 

But social rents include 
housing associations— 
many of which are behaving 
increasingly like private firms. 


Money 

Two city councils— 
Nottingham and Leicester— 
recently announced they 
would begin buying back 
homes sold off under Right 
to Buy. 

Each will use money 
raised through the lifting of 
restrictions on their Housing 
Revenue Accounts. 

But this will mean shelling 
out huge amounts compared 
to the original amounts the 
homes were sold for. 

In Ealing, west London, 
the council has bought back 
516 homes that were sold 
under Right to Buy at a cost 
of £107 million. 

That’s more than six times 
it got from the original sales. 

The scale of the crisis 
needs a national solution. 

Labour has said it will “sus- 
pend” the Right to Buy policy. 
But it should be scrapped 
altogether. 

And buying back homes 
sold off piecemeal is not 
enough—a programme of 
mass council house building 
is needed. 
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Racist EU leaders are to 
blame for refugee deaths 


by TOMAS TENGELY-EVANS 


AROUND 170 refugees have 
drowned after two boats were 
shipwrecked in the Mediterranean 
Sea last week. 

This brings the total number of 
refugees murdered by the European 
Union’s (EU) racist border regime 
to 200 in the first three weeks of 
January. 

A rubber dinghy with 120 refu- 
gees sank near Libya on the North 
African coast last Friday, killing 
all but three of those on board. 
A further 53 refugees who were 
travelling from Morocco died after 
a boat collision. 

They were all fleeing wars, pov- 
erty and dictatorship and trying to 
make it to safety in Europe. Two 
of the survivors are from Sudan— 
where the EU-funded dictatorship 
in North Africa tries to forcibly con- 
script teenagers into the armed 
forces. 

Another survivor is a 22-year 
old from Gambia—a West African 
country still reeling from economic 
underdevelopment under British 
rule. The Gambian refugee said, “I 
am still alive but the others are all 
dead.” 

Survivors described how two 
women desperately tried to hold 
their toddlers above their heads 
before drowning. 


Survived 
The ordeal is not over for those who 
survived the horror. 

Italy’s far right interior minister 
Matteo Salvini blocked rescue ships 
from docking in the country’s ports. 

He made clear last week that a 
Sea Watch rescue ship with 47 ref- 
ugees on board would have to go 
the “long way around” to Hamburg. 

Salvini claimed this is “proof that 
if you reopen the ports more people 
will die”. 

The Mediterranean has been 
turned into a mass grave by the EU’s 
“Fortress Europe” and the migration 
policies of countries such as Britain. 

And every attempt to stop refu- 
gees finding safety in Europe has 
simply shifted the main location of 
the refugee crisis and forced refugees 
to take more perilous routes. 

The EU signed a deal with 
the Turkish government in 2015 
making it easier to deport refugees 
who had made it to Greece. 

This forced refugees to take the 
much more dangerous route across 
the Mediterranean from North 
Africa to Italy. The EU’s rulers are 
now trying to block refugees—and 
want to set up internment camps 
across North Africa. 

This saw the refugee popula- 
tion in Libya rocket to an esti- 
mated 662,000 last year, according 
to the International Migration 
Organisation. A combination of the 


policies of the EU and Salvini has 
pushed more refugees to try and 
make it to Spain rather than Italy. 

While it can be a shorter route, 
the latest drownings show that it is 
no less deadly. 

Those who make it to Europe face 
batons, barbed wire and destitution. 

That includes around 1,500 refu- 
gees trapped at Britain’s border in 
northern France and Belgium. 

Stand Up To Racism and 
Care4Calais have organised a sol- 
idarity delegation on Saturday 
9 February. It will bring much-need 
supplies—but it’s about showing 
solidarity, not just charity. 

The only solution to open the 
border and let the refugees in. 
And that means building a mass 
movement against racism that can 
force the Tories to do it. 


On other pages... 
Ly Ten weeks that shook France 
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A GROUP of 47 people managed to escape from Libya on Saturd 
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Shocking extent of racism 


BLACK AND Asian workers 
face shocking levels of 
racism from bosses, a new 
report has revealed. 
Workers from minority 
ethnic backgrounds have to 
send 80 percent more job 
applications to get a positive 


response than a white person, 
according to research by the 
Centre for Social Investigation 
at Oxford university. 

Those from white minority 
ethnic backgrounds had 
to send 60 percent more 
applications to get a response. 


FIGURE IT OUT 
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SUTR ROUND-UP 
Oxford 


ANTI-FASCISTS IN Oxford were 
set to protest against French 
Nazi Marion Marechal-Le Pen 
as Socialist Worker went to 
press on Tuesday night. 

The Oxford Union university 
debating society invited the 
activist from National Rally, the 
renamed National Front. 

The Oxford Stand Up 
To Racism group said, 
“Disgracefully, the Oxford Union 
has a history of inviting leading 
figures from the far right. Steve 
Bannon, Marine Le Pen, Tommy 
Robinson have all been given a 
platform in recent years.” 

“We are working with trade 
unions, students and anti-racist 
campaigners to build a massive 
protest to demand that we keep 
Nazi Marechal-Le Pen out of 
Oxford.” 


Newport, Wales 


FASCIST JAMES Goddard 
was chased out of Newport, 
South Wales, by a “Fuck the 
faux yellow vests” protest last 
Saturday. 

Goddard is best known for 
loitering outside parliament 
and insulting Tory Anna Soubry. 

He was hoping to capitalise 
on a previous “Yellow Vest” 
protest two weeks earlier 
organised by a mishmash of 
Nazi groups including the 
National Front. 

Then, some 50 people 
joined their protest. The hastily 
organised opposition was small, 
which was why they were back. 

This time the tables were 
turned—in next to no time we 
pulled together 35 to 50 people 
and the fascists could only 
muster around 15. 

Thanks to Des Mannay 


Glasgow 


OVER 30 people joined a 
Stand Up To Racism organising 
meeting in Glasgow last week 
including representatives from a 
wide range of groups. 

Activists are planning 
local activity in the run up 
to the national anti-racist 
demonstrations on 16 March. 


Unison union 


AROUND 150 people came 

to an Stand Up To Racism 
meeting at the Unison union’s 
black workers’ conference in 
Llandudno last week. 
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Climate strikes 
erupt worldwide 


MORE THAN 10,000 Belgian 
school students struck last week 
to demand urgent action on 
climate change. 

It was their second walkout 
and follows similar strikes in 
Australia, Canada, Germany, 
Switzerland and Finland. 

The global movement is 
inspired by Greta Thurnberg, 
who has been striking every 
Friday outside the Swedish 
parliament since September 
2018. 

There’s set to be a global 
walkout on 15 March, where 
tens of thousands of “Fridays for 
Future” students strike together. 

Activists are pushing for 
action in Britain on 15 February. 


Sudan demands 
president goes 


PROTESTS CONTINUE in 
Sudan, north Africa, despite 
vicious repression, arrests, 
torture and killings. 

The revolt began in 
December last year over the 
rise in prices of bread and other 
basic goods. 

But those involved 
immediately linked the economic 
demands to the removal of 
president Omar al-Bashir. 

Strikes include action by 
doctors, teachers, lawyers and 
pharmacists. The protests are 
driven by ordinary people’s 
grievances. 

Sudan's rulers have recently 
been growing closer to the West 
by, for example, sending troops 
to fight in Yemen as part of the 
Saudi-led coalition. 

Last Sunday, Israeli prime 
minister Binyamin Netanyahu 
was permitted by the regime to 
fly through South Sudan. 


Questions over 
Brazil corruption 


FLAVIO BOLSONARO, the 
politician son of Brazilian 
president Jair Bolsonaro, is 
embroiled in a potential corrupt 
payments scandal. 

Financial authorities found 
that over £20,000 had been 
paid into Flavio Bolsonaro’s 
account in 48 unexplained 
separate payments. 

In a separate incident, he 
could not explain why almost 
£1.5 million had passed through 
the bank account of his former 
driver Fabricio Queiroz. 
Payments were made from 
the account of Queiroz to Jair 
Bolsonaro’s wife Michelle. 
Flavio Bolsonaro has invoked 
his immunity from prosecution 
as a member of the Brazilian 
congress. 

He has previously railed 
against this measure as a 
means of corrupt politicians 
escaping justice. 
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Trump in shutdown war 
as teachers fight back 


a ALISTAIR FARROW 


US PRESIDENT Donald Trump 
is looking increasingly desperate 
over his government shutdown. 

Some 800,000 federal workers 
have gone over two weeks with- 
out pay and are on the breadline. 
Over 1,500 GoFundMe pages have 
been set up to help people make 
ends meet. 

On Saturday Trump once again 
tried to wriggle out of the bind he 
has put himself in. 

He offered Democrats a deal to 
get the £5 billion in funding for his 
infamous border wall. His side of 
the deal was a three-year reprieve 
on deportation proceedings for 
certain groups of immigrants. 

That rings hollow since it was 
Trump himself that lifted a blanket 
reprieve on the one million people 
affected. Despite his manoeuvres 
he only succeeded in tightening the 
knot closing around him. 

Democrats rejected his deal 
out of hand, and it also had the 
unintended effect of enraging his 
racist political base. On top of this 
Trump’s shutdown is increasing 
tension at the top of society. 

Wall Street has tolerated Trump 
because he has proven himself 
able to fight for the interests of the 
wealthy—cutting tax for the richest 
and hammering ordinary people. 

Federal spending accounts for 
over 20 percent of the US econ- 
omy, and huge federal contracts 
are going unfilled. The US econ- 
omy isn’t in danger of grinding to 
a halt, but the shutdown is having 
an effect. 

More struggle from below can 
be decisive against Trump and the 
system that has created him. 

In Los Angeles some 33,000 
teachers are in their second week 
of strikes over pay and workload. 

Schools that provide services to 
over 600,000 students are affected, 
and the strikes are wildly popular 
with ordinary people. 

Around 80 percent of people 
approve of them despite a sus- 
tained media campaign attacking 
the workers. 

Nicole Efferman has been 

organising in support of 
the strike. She told 
Socialist Worker, 
“We have 
been organis- 
ing since the 
school year’s 
start.” She 
described 
how a 
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Nicole Efferman 


A STRIKE rally outside City Hall in Los Angeles last week 


Repression unleashed 
on streets of Zimbabwe 


Facebook group supporting the 
teachers was started by parents at 
her child’s school. 

“In two weeks it has grown to 
over 20,000 members,” she said. 
“We have tried to provide people 
with a space to ask questions, pro- 
vide information, and boost morale.” 

The strike is significant because 
it is taking place in a staunchly 
Democrat state. Much of the strug- 
gle around the teachers’ strikes in 
Republican-dominated states last 
year was subsumed into electoral 
campaigning around the midterm 
elections. 

The same dynamic is not at play 
in California. 

Austin Beutner is the superin- 
tendent of the Los Angeles Unified 
School District. 

He is also a billionaire with 
deep ties to the Democratic Party 
establishment. It gives the lie to 
the much-reported image of the 
Democrats as the young, multira- 
cial and progressive resistance to 
Trump. 

In California the party has been 
at the forefront of pushing through 
“charter”—private—schools, in 
league with Republican backers of 
privatisation. 

Strikes must be at the heart of 
resistance to Trump. 


On other pages... 
Ly The return of ‘scientific’ racism 
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MONDAY TO Wednesday last 
week saw the biggest total 
shutdown of business in the 
history of Zimbabwe. 

Workers and poor people 
heeded the call by the ZCTU 
union federation for action 
against huge increases in fuel 
prices and the government’s 
austerity measures. 

There were angry 
demonstrations—and furious 
protesters from different 
townships burnt tyres and 
barricaded roads using huge 
stones to block public and 
private transport. 

The ZANU-PF militia were 
mobilised to terrorise people. 
Dozens have died, including 
children. 

One protester who burnt 
tyres has been given a five-year 
jail sentence. Others are facing 
treason charges and torture. 

The desperate regime has 
promised to raise salaries by 
22 percent. But the fuel price 
rise remains and that means 
the cost of transport and of 
basic goods has soared. 

The opposition Movement 


Burning tyres in Harare 


for Democratic Change is 
refusing to throw itself into 
the protests. Its resolution 
is to hold negotiations that 
could lead to a “government 
of national unity” with the 
vicious regime of president 
Mnangagwa. 

The only way forward 
is smashing the system of 
capitalism which breeds 
poverty, misery and 
dictatorship in the first place, 
and to fight for socialism. 
Comrade Bishop and 
Comrade Che in Zimbabwe 


LETTERS 


These MPs 
are farcical 


PARLIAMENT IS a pretty 
unrepresentative body at 
the best of times, albeit 
some form of accountability 
exists in the form of 
electing MPs. 

But Labour MPs Lisa 
Nandy and Stella Creasey 
have come up with the 
ingenious wheeze of a 
“Citizens Assembly”. 

This is supposed to pass 
the Brexit deadlock by 
consulting people around 
the country as to what they 
want out of the Brexit mess. 

This highly democratic 
body will be made up of 
500 selected people who 
will put their conclusions to 
parliament who may then 
put it to another 
referendum. 

You just can’t make this 
stuff up. 

John Curtis 
Ipswich 


Sick of Wes 
Streeting 


SOCIALIST Worker 
favourite Wes Streeting was 
complaining on Twitter last 
week. The Labour MP was 
unhappy that he would 
have to wait until late at 
night to speak on May’s 
Brexit deal. 

But, selfless trooper that 
he is, he managed to get his 
face on the telly. 

One or two sycophantic 
MPs joined in. Although 
most normal people 
pointed out one late night 
is not hard work. 

Streeting is mostly 
irrelevant. But all the same, 
as people get ever more 
disillusioned with those in 
parliament, it’s galling to 
see MPs patting themselves 
on the back. 

Justine Hurst 
Reading 


Fond memories of our 
comrade Tami Kalom 


IT WAS with great sadness 
I read of the recent death of 
Tami Kalom, a comrade 
who made a huge 
contribution to the socialist 
movement (Socialist 
Worker, 9 January). 

She played a key role in 
supporting party bookshops 
around the country. 

In Birmingham, where the 
Digbeth bookshop and 
printshop flourished until it 
was firebombed by a fascist 
in 1979, we found her advice 
and support invaluable. She 
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Can we bridge left-right gap 
to fight the establishment? 


IS THERE any thought of having 
an anti-austerity hi-vis protest 
here in Britain? I am fed up of this 
government and I feel it’s really 
needed. 

I’m 22 years old and have been 
working in manual jobs since I 
was 17. The conditions and 
opportunities for housing, good 
living wages general quality of life 
are not what we should have. 

The arseholes in charge do not 
care for the people that hold this 
country together. 

I know the Yellow Vest 
movement has been taken over by 
some in right wing parties but they 
are workers too. 

I do labouring on building sites 


combined an awesome 


Is this the 
best that 


and have had plenty of 
conversations with like-minded 
people and right wing people. 
Ultimately we need a change. 

I hope you don’t assume all 
white van men that voted for 
Brexit are racists. 

A lot of them are anti-austerity 
and just feel that they want more 
workers’ rights and more industry 
in this country with a fair living 
wage. 

In France right and left wing 
groups are coming together to 
fight against austerity and the fuel 
taxes which affect the working and 
middle classes. 

I feel that in this instance we 
should follow suit and go as one as 


ne time Far daneind, 


an anti-austerity movement in our 
hi-vis jackets. 

Even if those in your party do 
not agree I just thought I would 
get this off my chest. 

I hope I haven’t come across as 
ignorant. But there are so many 
people on both sides that I am in 
contact with that really have had 
enough. 

It needs to stop being a 
left/right argument because the 
establishment are loving it. 

They will revel in their two 
biggest threats concentrating on 
each other when the current 
weakest target is the 
establishment. 

Name and email address provided 


knowledge of books and the 
book trade with a warmth 
and humour that inspired all 
comrades who came into 
contact with her. 

Over the years she must 
have helped initiate or 
deepen the socialist 
awareness of thousands of 
people. 

She will be sadly missed 
but her contribution to our 
movement will live on. 

John Murphy 
Stockport 


we can get? 


I NOTICE some awful 
people are upset at the new 
Gillette razor advert. 

It shows scenes of sexist 
behaviour by men and 
aggressive bullying by boys, 
before showing other men 
challenging them. 

Naturally a bunch of 
sexists on the internet have 
thrown their toys out of the 
pram over it. So we’ve got 
that to laugh about. 


But we shouldn’t get too 
carried away. 

For years Gillette has 
sold a vision of masculinity 
pushed in lads’ mags and 
the like. Now it wants to be 
“woke”. I suppose it’s a sign 


ie" A _ _ 
Ascene from the Gillette advert—but do marketing bo: 
care about sexism and toxic masculinity? 


of the #MeToo movement’s 
progress that a company 
like Gillette will co-opt its 
language to sell a razor. 
But let’s not fall for it. 


Leoni Knights 
Carlisle 
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Can’t support 
a right Brexit 


I’M WELL up for a left 
wing exit of the European 
Union. 
But this Tory Brexit 
is fuelled by xenophobia 
and misinformation and 
must be resisted at every 
turn. 
Kaylee Brown 
On Facebook 


Let’s evict 
Fergus Wilson 


YOUR REPORT on 
Fergus Wilson—the 
landlord about to evict 
300 homes—is shocking 
(Socialist Worker, 16 
January). 

How is it that one 
person owns 300 
properties? 

Anne Gascoigne 
On Facebook 


MTHE LOCAL councils 
should just compulsorily 
purchase the properties 
and bankrupt the 
scumbag. 
Bruce Henderson 
On Facebook 


Lettuce have 


a debate 


MOST VEGANS are 
aware of the damaging 
aspects of vegan 

food production your 
article raised last week 
(Socialist Worker, 16 
January). 

But it’s impossible 
to tell if the ingredients 
have been ethically 
sourced. 

My advice—avoid 
ready-made or 
convenience foods until 
retailers start to care 
where they buy from. 

They have the power 
but profit will always 
come before ethics. 

Dianne Joy 
On Facebook 


WYOUR ARTICLE was 
extremely ill informed. 
Animal agriculture is the 
single biggest contributor 
to climate change. 

On water usage, all 
plant based milks require 
less water consumption 
per unit volume than 
dairy. 

Dominic Davidson 
On Facebook 


Bl THINK the article 
was bang on. It’s about 
capitalism and big 
business getting their 
claws into people’s 
personal choices 

and promoting yet 
more unsustainable 
consumption. 

Any farming on an 
industrial scale is not 
good for the planet. 

Dino Singlesider 
On Facebook 
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The Yellow Vest movement in France shows no sign of 


FEATURE 


fading away after ten weeks of protests, blockades and 
battles with police. Socialist Worker looks at what the 
movement shows about struggle—and asks how it can win 


HE FRENCH Yellow 
Vest movement has 
shown how deep class 
bitterness can suddenly 
turn from sullen passivity 
into extraordinary revolt. 

It has seen ten weeks of inspir- 
ing challenge to the government of 
president Emmanuel Macron and his 
corporate supporters. 

Macron came to office in 2017 
resolving never to bow to strikes or 
protests. He said he would, at last, 
make French workers and pensioners 
accept the harsh facts of capitalist life. 

But the durability and fury of the 
Yellow Vest movement has forced 
Macron into humiliating retreats. 

It exploded into public view on 
17 November last year when 280,000 
people joined road blockades over fuel 
price rises. It is a political earthquake, 
tearing up lazy ideas that people can’t 
fight or that social discontent is always 
captured by the right. 

Some of Paris’s poshest shops have 
been looted, and fires have lit up city 
centres across much of France. 

Jeanne d’Hauteserre, the mayor of 


the 8th district area of Paris, close to 
the Arc de Triomphe, said, “We are in 
a state of insurrection. I’ve never seen 
anything like it.” 

The movement has forced issues 
of poverty, low pay and inequal- 
ity into national discussion. Above 
all it has given a focus for the bitter 
resentment at the arrogance and con- 
tempt the rich and politicians display 
towards ordinary people. 

Resentments that have been 
building for decades have found an 
outlet—and the elite are terrified. 


Concessions 
After Macron made concessions on 
10 December, the head of the Medef 
bosses’ organisation said, “It’s true that 
15 billion euros is a lot. But if it helps 
to restore civil peace, it’s worth it.” He 
then claimed to quote Lenin, “We must 
always be a step ahead of the masses.” 
But the masses were ahead of him. 
The concessions led many people to 
conclude that Macron’s rotten gov- 
ernment could be forced to concede 
more—or be toppled by revolt. 
Issues that people normally grumble 


about but feel powerless to affect have 
become open to collective action. “I 
used to spend my evenings yelling at 
the telly but together, you know, we 
can make things change,” said Jean, a 
construction worker from Lille. 

After a report that an Amazon 
warehouse, 70 miles from Paris, 
was destroying unsold products to 
avoid taxes, a group of Yellow Vests 
blocked the site. 

They cut off virtually all incoming 
and outgoing traffic. Amazon bosses 
were forced to admit that they had 
scrapped 293,000 items in the last 
nine months, and that they would 
seek to change. 

The most visible and confronta- 
tional aspects of the movement are 
the mobilisations on Saturdays. 

But its real base is the blockades on 
roads, tollbooths and roundabouts, 
local events, and assemblies of hun- 
dreds where people thrash out their 
demands. 

The Yellow Vests movement has 
brought together workers, unem- 
ployed people, small business owners, 
pensioners and students. It has 
encouraged creativity, social con- 
tact and shared the idea that people’s 
problems are not because of their indi- 
vidual failings but the way society is 
organised. 

There have been constant slurs 
that the Yellow Vests are guided by 
the far right. But although such ele- 
ments do exist within it, the general 
trend has been leftwards. 

A major survey of protesters in Le 
Monde newspaper found less than 
1.5 percent of those interviewed 
mentioned immigration as an issue 
that was important to them. 

A poll released by France 2 TV 
found 33 percent of Yellow Vest pro- 
testers said they were neither left 
nor right. Some 15 percent described 
themselves as extreme left and 5.4 
percent said far right. 

There has been a conscious process 
of weeding out fascists. 

On 5 January in Bordeaux, far right 
activists were physically expelled 
from a Yellow Vest demonstration. 
Known activists from the Nazi Action 
Francaise and hard core elements from 


Macron—centrist hero to zero 
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far right youth groups were pushed off. 

In Paris members of Groupe Union 
Defense, a far right student group, 
have been removed from Yellow Vest 
events after chanting racist, sexist 
and homophobic slogans. 


ELINE IS a Yellow Vest 
from Toulouse. She 
told Socialist Worker, 
“In many areas we have 
won the argument that 
it is not possible to fight 
for more justice, for better wages 
and pensions, alongside fachos.” 

And sometimes the struggle itself 
has taught people lessons. 

In Caen before Christmas the 
Yellow Vests had nowhere to meet 
because of state repression. The one 
place that welcomed them was a 
migrant squat. 

Although at first some people 
were nervous about it, the assembly 
of 400 Yellow Vests took place in a 
warehouse where 200 undocumented 
people live. The right wingers hated 


T. 


it, but most people learned that the 
migrants were their allies. 

Many Yellow Vests have also 
developed a hatred of the cops. 

State forces range from the normal 
police to the CRS riot squads to the 
shadowy groups of masked men 
identified only by police armbands. 
All have been unleashed in huge 
numbers against peaceful protesters. 

Up to 80,000 state thugs are 


It feels like a lead 
curtain has closed 
on our nation. Now 
we need to fight 
even harder 


mobilised every weekend against the 
Yellow Vests, backed by armoured 
cars and all the technology of modern 
repression. 

They habitually use fire tear gas, 
percussion grenades and “flashballs”— 
a projectile fired from a special gun. 
Zineb Redouane, 80 years old, was 
killed in Marseille after a police tear 
gas grenade hit her in the face. 

More than 2,000 people have been 
badly injured by police. According to 
the website Desarmons-les! (Disarm 
them!), four people have had their 
hands torn off by grenades and 
17 have been blinded. Dozens of 
others have had feet mutilated, faces 
smashed and jaws fractured. 

Some 5,000 people have been 
arrested. Last week 28 year old Hedi 
Martin was sentenced to six months 
in jail for a Facebook post calling for 
a Yellow Vest blockade of the petrol 
refinery at Port-la-Nouvelle. 

Macron hoped this would intimi- 
date people off the streets. He failed. 

People have defended 


(Main pictures clockwise from 
below) Thousands of Yellow Vests 
from across France descended on 
Paris last Saturday; Armed police 
dressed in protester-type clothing 
try to infiltrate the movement 
and then use flashball guns and 
extended batons to injure and 


themselves—and learned many valu- 
able lessons. Aline, a factory worker 
from Marseille, told Socialist Worker, 
“T used to think the police were doing 
their best in hard situations. I didn’t 
sympathise with the students or the 
ecologists when they got attacked. 

“T have been with the Yellow 
Vests for eight weeks. Now I think 
the police are there for the rich, for 
the puffed-up people, and for the 
powerful. I have gone from anger 
to being frightened to feeling strong 
again when we are together. 

“When I saw Christophe Dettinger, 
a former professional boxer, fight the 
police I cheered him. I wanted him to 
knock them all down! Listen to me, 
I can hardly believe I’m saying this. 

“Now if the youngsters in the hous- 
ing estates take on the cops I will 
wish them well.” 

Women have played leading roles 
and participated in large numbers. In 
some areas there are childcare services 
to enable women, particularly single 
mothers, to be part of the movement. 

Laeticia, a Yellow Vest and single 
mother from the Haute Garonne 
region, wrote about how the movement 
was a way to express her pent-up rage 
about her conditions of life. “Wearing 
this piece of yellow fabric is warmer 
than a good duvet in winter,” she said. 

And there are experiments in 
movement democracy. General 
meetings regularly take place in a 
dozen cities and towns in order to 
coordinate protests and decide where 
to target next. 

On the outskirts of Rennes, there 
has been an almost continuous gath- 
ering of a group called the “Yellow 
Rabbits”—“Yellow Vests who run 
fast”’—for a month. People debate 
tax, inequality, police violence, what 
happened in 1968 and much more. 

But the movement still has serious 
weaknesses. It is not yet big enough 
to guarantee defeat for Macron. 
Although they are far more militant, 
the mobilisations are smaller than the 
union-led ones last year. 

To be really effective the movement 
has to be linked to action in the 
workplaces—strikes and occupations. 

This is how it can win. 


carry black casket placards with 
the names of Yellow Vests who 
have been killed since the actions 
began last year 


ONE OF the clearest features 
of the Yellow Vests is a hostility 
to existing political parties and 
aspects of the trade unions. 

Some union leaders have 
insulted the movement. Laurent 
Berger, head of the second largest 
federation the CFDT, said the 
movement was “totalitarian”. 

The CGT, the biggest federation, 
has been forced to express 
sympathy for the Yellow Vests’ 
demands. 

But its leaders have said they 
don’t want to march alongside 
the far right and therefore won’t 
directly join the movement 

Pressure from below has 
now pushed the CGT to calla 
general strike on 5 February with 
demands similar to those of the 
Yellow Vests. 

That’s welcome but it must be 
more than a face-saving exercise 
for the union leaders. 

The distance of the unions from 
the movement has even worried 
some right wingers, who hope 
union leaders can keep struggle 
in check. 

The conservative Le Figaro 
wrote in December, “For a century, 
the CGT channelled popular 
discontent. The crisis of the 
Yellow Vests showed how valuable 
this was.” 

At rank and file level there 
are links between strikers 
and Yellow Vests. These 
must develop further. 

Protests like the 
Yellow Vests will be seen 
elsewhere. 

Movements can be 
messy and shot 
through with 
contradictions. 

But 
revolutionaries 
have to get 
involved 
and seek to 
shape them 


Yellow Vests—a message to politicians 
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A 
Unions keep their distance 


towards left wing solutions. 
Revolt outside the control of 
union leaders or traditional 
parties can move further left and 
right than when the equivalent of 
the TUC and the Labour Party are 
in charge. 

None of this should lead 
socialists away from a 
determination to build unions or 
lead union struggles. The unions 
are not finished or irrelevant. 

But our vision of trade 
unionism must not be besuited 
general secretaries explaining 
why struggle is impossible and 
why the Tories’ rules must be 
obeyed. 

It’s critical for the Yellow Vests 
to fuse with strikes and the power 
of organised workers. But that 
doesn’t mean saying, “Do what 
the union leaders tell you.” 

It means linking up with 
workers’ power but not trusting 
union leaders. 


Inspiring 

Equally any revolutionary in 
Britain has to take the Labour 
Party seriously. 

But insisting that revolt is 
channelled through Labour or 
parliament misses out on what is 
inspiring about the Yellow Vests. 

If a social explosion comes 
in Britain it will have many 
complex features. 

We can see in miniature 
how already there is a 
battle with fascists for who 
expresses the soul of the 
movement here. 

But we should wholly 
=. Welcome the 
Yellow Vest revolt 
and be ready 
for such 
mass events 
across 
Britain 
and 
beyond. 
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Painting a picture of the 
power behind Bush's throne 


Vice, a new film by director of The Big Short, lifts the curtain on the ‘special 
relationship’ at the heart of George W Bush’s War on Terror, writes Alan Gibson 


IT WAS clear during the invasion of 
lraq that it was US vice-president 
Dick Cheney who was making all 
the critical, and highly unsavoury, 
decisions. 

Vice, the biopic of Cheney released 
next week, shows how he came to 
assume that power and use it, with 
terrible results. 

The film starts with the arrest of 
the drunk-driving Yale dropout of 
the 1950s. It then quickly flashes to 
clips from the invasion of Iraq that 
Cheney—ably played by Christian 
Bale—did so much to progress. 

Cheney’s wife Lynne (well-acted 
by Amy Adams) is shown throughout 
as the woman-behind-the-man. She 
gives him an ultimatum—clean up or 
I leave. The rest is history. 

Cheney is shown as the master of 
opportunity. When Richard Nixon 
resigns following the Watergate 
controversy, Cheney—then heading 
oil company Halliburton—calls his 
former boss, Donald Rumsfeld. 

He says now is the time for the 
only Republicans with clean hands 
to make the running. And for several 
years, make the running they do. 


Critical 

But it’s after 9/11 that Cheney 
makes his most critical moves. He 
had already told George W Bush 
that a condition of accepting the 
vice-president role would be control 
over appointments, economics and 
foreign affairs. 

They were unprecedented powers 
for someone in such a position. 

As the World Trade Centre col- 
lapses into dust, Bush is absent. 
So it’s Cheney who makes the key 
decisions. He lays out the strategy 
that informed the next seven years 


MURDEROUS AND filthy rich—Amy Adams and Christian Bale as the Cheneys 


of White House rule—Homeland 
Security, Abu Ghraib, waterboarding 
and extraordinary rendition. 

He is shown establishing his own 
power base, and taking up offices in 
all the major centres of influence in 
Washington, including the CIA and 
the Pentagon. 

Critically, Cheney is also shown 
first investigating the Unitary 
Executive Theory. 

This interpretation of the US 
constitution claims the president and 
the vice-president can do whatever 
they want during war or in defence 


of national security. Once in power, 
Cheney carries that it out. 

Director Adam McKay, who made 
the Wall Street bombshell The Big 
Short, goes some way in exposing the 
cynicism of the big political players. 

Early on in his political career 
Cheney asks his then boss Rumsfeld, 
“What do we believe in?” 

Rumsfeld answers with a cackle 
and walks off laughing. 

At the same time, behind a closed 
door just feet away, Nixon and Henry 
Kissinger secretly discuss how to 
bypass Congress in order to bomb 


Cambodia. The bombing begins just 
two days later. 

In his effort to portray Cheney’s 
damaging influence over US politics, 
however, McKay goes too far. 

Clips of ordinary Americans portray 
them as too cynical or too uninterested 
to care—beholden to entertainment 
and fake news. 

But this is a minor criticism of 
what is a powerful film about how 
one individual can come to assume 
huge political power. 

Vice is on general release from 
25 January 


Van Etten ditches melancholia for more upbeat sound 


REMIND ME TOMORROW 
By Sharon Van Etten 
Go to sharonvanetten.com 


SHARON VAN Etten is 
back with a new album, 
Remind Me Tomorrow. 

It is her first in four 
years. In the meantime 
she has returned to study, 
cameoed in Twin Peaks, 
acted in Netflix hit The 
OA and given birth to a 
child. 

The album shows off 
Van Etten’s talent for 
writing powerful songs. 

In standout track 


Seventeen, she reflects 
on the perceived freedom 
of her teenage years. “I 
used to be free/I used 

to be seventeen,” she 
sings, reminiscing about 
a period without the 
increasing alienation that 
adult life brings. 


Soaring 
Jupiter 4 is a beautiful 
and brooding love song, 
with Van Etten holding 
up her relationship 
through soaring vocals, 
and Malibu is a tender 
roadtrip track. 

The songwriting— 
although more joyful than 


as ever. 


her previous work—is still 
as impressively reflective 


Van Etten has moved 
away from themes 
of heartbreak and 
pain and has instead 
captured a new sense of 
contentment. 

Van Etten worked with 
producer John Congleton 
on Remind Me Tomorrow. 

She credits him with 
helping her develop a new 
sound, taking her demos 
and subtly changing 
them to make them more 
“energetic-upbeat” than 
“minimal-meditative”. 

She has also moved 


Sharon Van Etten 


away from her usual 
guitar and towards 
synths, drums and 
keyboard. 

This is in part because 
of the impact her new 
projects have had on 
her schedule for making 
music. 

Remind Me Tomorrow 
is an album to hold on to. 
For fans of Van Etten 

who love her moving 
lyrics and powerful 
vocals, it is a long-awaited 
return to form. 

For newer listeners it 
is a great introduction to 
her music. 

Anna Blake 


REMASTERED: MASSACRE 
AT THE STADIUM 

Directed by Bent-Jorgen 
Perlmutt 

Available at Netflix.com 


VICTOR JARA was 
assassinated in 1973 by an 
agent of General Augusto 
Pinochet’s regime in Chile. 

This film interviews, and 
points the finger at, army 
officer Pedro Barrientos 
Nunez, who lives free in 
Florida despite being found 
liable for Jara’s death in 
2016. 

Jara was at the head 
of a cultural resistance 
movement to Pinochet’s 
regime. The movement 
had its roots in the New 


Victor Jara 


Chilean Song movement 
which emerged during the 
administration of socialist 
Salvador Allende. 

He was one of the 40,000 
people herded into the 
Estadio Nacional Julio 
Martinez Pradanos from 
11 September 1973. The 
Pinochet regime used the 
stadium as a detention 
and torture centre after 
deposing Allende. 

The film does not limit 
itself to the immediate 
circumstances surrounding 
Jara’s death. It examines 
the role of the US in the 
rise of the Pinochet regime. 
Perlmutt interviews some of 
the people closest to Jara. 


New from 


BOOKMARKS 


Fighting Fascism 
and the Far 
Right Today 
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ACISTS and 
the far right 
are fighting for 
their ideas at 
every level of 
society—from 
the White House to the 
elite univeristies and on 
the streets. 

Alt-right groups such 
as Generation Identity 
are trying to spread 
Islamophobia and “Western 
values”. 

Right wing academics, 
emboldened by the rise of 
the far right, are crawling 
out from beneath their 
rocks. They publish racist 
work to add another layer of 
legitimacy to the far right’s 
arguments. 

One, Noah Carl, is a racist 
academic at the University of 
Cambridge. 

He was handed a research 
fellowship towards the end of 
last year, provoking outrage 
and protests. Carl’s “research” 
includes a paper which argues 
that stereotypes about the 
supposed criminality of ethnic 
groups are “generally found to 
be quite accurate”. 

At the heart of this is 
biological determinism—the 
idea that your genetic makeup 
determines your attributes. 

This has a vile racist history 
that paves the way to gas 
chambers and other horrors. 

What’s the end result of 
viewing particular ethnic 
groups as “problems”? To get 
rid of the problem. 

Throughout the twentieth 
century tens of thousands of 
women in the US were forcibly 
sterilised, often without their 
knowledge. 

This is the brutal reality of 
where racist biological deter- 
minism ends up if followed to 
its logical conclusion. 

Central to this drive was 
scientific racism. In southern 
states it was explicitly designed 
to keep the black population 
down. In California Latino 
women were targeted. 

It’s also estimated that 
between 1970 and 1976 over a 
quarter of all Native American 
women were sterilised. 

After the US took control of 
Puerto Rico in 1898, a Eugenics 
Board was set up. 


Removing 

Eugenics is the idea that a 
population can be genetically 
purified through removing cer- 
tain “inferior” groups from the 
gene pool, either through exter- 
mination or selective breeding. 

By 1965 one third of all 
Puerto Rican mothers between 
the ages of 20 and 49 had been 
sterilised. 

Noah Carl attended a 
semi-secret conference on 
racial eugenics at University 
College London, the London 
Conference on Intelligence. 

Carl’s so-called research is 
part of the right wing attempt 
to legitimise racist ideas. 

He publishes mainstream 
sociology papers in 
peer-reviewed journals, but 
puts his more overtly racist 
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RETURN OF 
‘SCIENTIFIC’ 
RACISM 


Far right biological determinism is creeping back onto 
campuses. Alistair Farrow looks at its horrible history and 
why we need to resist the pseudoscience of race 


A British eugenics 
poster from 1930s 


propaganda on the OpenPsych 
website, which he co-edits. 

OpenPsych published one 
piece which ends saying, 
“Muslims immigrants have 
values that are disharmoni- 
ous with those of people living 
in Western countries resulting 
in crime against the native 
population.” 

Carl’s arguments, and many 
of the arguments circulating 
on the far right, come from 
a common thread of “scien- 
tific” racism. In general these 


Struggles 
against 
oppression 
have pushed 
back racist 


ideas 
a] 


hold that people from different 
ethnic, religious or cultural 
backgrounds are more likely to 
have certain traits. 

The struggles waged against 
oppression have pushed back 
the idea that personal traits are 
biologically determined by race 
or gender. 

For instance, the right have 
had to retreat to talking about 
“culture” and “religion” to 
attack Muslims. 

But ideas aren’t static. The 
political crisis gripping the 


ruling class has meant ideas 
that give ideological cover for 
the far right—Islamophobia 
and anti-migrant sentiment— 
have been given space to 
flourish. 

The resurgence of scientific 
racism is another step in this 
process. 

As the biologist Stephen 
Jay Gould put it in his book 
The Mismeasure of Man, 
“Resurgences of biological 
determinism correlate with epi- 
sodes of political retrenchment, 
particularly with campaigns for 
reduced government spending 
on social programmes, or at 
times of fear among ruling 
elites, when disadvantaged 
groups sow serious social 
unrest or even threaten to 
usurp power.” 

We are living through such a 
period now. 

The far right is pushing for 
the acceptance of their ideas in 
the academic establishment as 
part of a strategy to normalise 
their worldview. 

Figures such as the racist 
Canadian psychologist Jordan 
Peterson are regularly invited 
onto Radio 4 programmes 

to talk about “white male 
identity”. 


KEY modern 
text for the 
right is The 
Bell Curve. In it 
Charles Murray 
argued that cer- 
tain ethnic groups are more 
intelligent than others, and 
that men are more intelligent 
than women. 

The book’s arguments— 
based in part on the size of peo- 
ple’s brains—have been widely 
discredited. 

Yet Murray remains a public 
figure and continues to be cited 
by figures on the right such as 
the Republican leader of the US 
senate Paul Ryan. 

The ruling class has long 
sought ideological arguments 
to justify class rule. 

Scientific racism was devel- 
oped during the transatlantic 
slave trade as a means of 
justifying it. 

But it did not end with 
the transatlantic slave trade. 
Its purpose shifted to justify 
imperial conquest. 

And racism is not the only 
way that pseudoscience is used 
to divide ordinary people or to 
justify capitalist society. 

Presenting the origin of traits 
such as intelligence as heredi- 
tary rather than random or 
societal is yet another way of 
justifying the way society is 
organised. 

The poor are poor because of 
their innate qualities, not their 
social position. 

In other words, your place in 
society is determined by your 
individual qualities, which in 
turn are determined by our 
genes. 

US president Donald Trump 
is fond of showing off about his 
allegedly high IQ. 

“Sorry losers and haters, but 
my IQ is one of the highest— 
and you all know it! Please 
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Protesting against forced sterilisation in the US in 1971 


A history of hate 


don’t feel so stupid or insecure, 
it’s not your fault,” read one 
tweet. 

He’s not just vainfully 
boasting. Trump is tapping 
into the decades-old theory 
that IQ is inherited. 

This was popularised by the 
US psychologist Arthur Jensen, 
among others. 

Coupled to this was Jensen’s 
idea that black people and 
other ethnic minorities have 
lower IQs than whites. 

This was not in the 1860s, 
but in the 1960s—and Jensen 
was a professor at the University 
of California. 

As Charles Darwin put 
it, “If the misery of our poor 
be caused not by the laws of 
nature, but by our institutions, 
great is our sin.” 

Biological determinism gave 
the ruling class an explanation 
for racism and social inequal- 
ity which lays the blame at the 
door of the people their system 
has abused. 

Today it serves the purpose 
of pulling debates around 
crime, poverty and race to the 
right. 

Every time it rears its head 
it must be challenged. 

People such as Noah Carl 
are testing the boundaries of 
how far it can be pushed. 

That makes protesting 
against them important— 
their racist pseudoscience 
gives Nazis such as Tommy 
Robinson and his ilk the 
cover they need to operate in. 


UGENICS is the 

belief that it is 

possible to breed 

“better” human 
beings. 

Mainstream 19th 
century scientists 
argued that blacks were 
less intelligent than 
whites, and women less 
intelligent than men. 

Francis Galton 
founded the subject. 
For him “the average 
intellectual standard of 
the negro race is some 
two grades below our 
own.” And, “the Jews 
are specialised for a 
parasitical existence 
upon other nations”. 

He graded all the 
races “statistically”. 

The “evidence” used 
to back these claims up 
were measurements of 
brain and skull sizes. 

One US advocate 
was Charles Davenport. 
He claimed that 
the capacity to be a 
naval officer was an 
inherited male trait 
because there were no 
women in the navy. 

He went on to 
become a Nazi. 

In the 20th century 
IQ tests took over from 
skull measuring. Lewis 
Terman developed 
the first standardised 
intelligence test. They 
reflected his racist bias. 

He wrote of children 
who scored low in his 
test, “their dullness 


seems to be racial”. 

He warned that 
they could “drift easily 
into the ranks of the 
anti-social or join the 
army of Bolshevik 
discontents”. 

The eugenics 
movement was 
discredited for a 
generation after the 
Nazis took these 
destructive ides to 
their conclusion. 


Influence 

But their influence 
continued. Cyril Burt 
had a huge influence 
on British education 
policy throughout 
the 20th century. He 
provided the “facts” 
for the argument that 


intelligence is inherited. 


He published 
completely false data, 
invented facts and 
indeed a number of 
imaginary researchers, 
to support his view. 

He invented groups 
of twins then gave 
them IQ test scores 
identical to three 
decimal places. 

His contribution to 
post-war education 
was recognised with 
a knighthood. 

Those he considered 
not intelligent were 
he believed “beyond 
all hope of cure”. 


READ MORE 


@The Mismeasure of Man 
by Stephen Jay Gould 


@Not In Our Genes 
Biology, Ideology and 


£12 Human Nature 


@The roots of racism 
by Ken Olende 
socialistworker.co.uk/ 
art/29197 


Steven Rose, Richard 
Lewontin, Leon J Kamin 
bit.ly/2MgdtSd 
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The tirst Dail—when Ireland 
detied Westminster 


The story of the first 
Dail shows it’s possible 
to break the rule of 
Westminster, writes 
Simon Basketter 


HOW TO “take your country 
back” and what you can do 
about borders was raised and 
partially resolved 100 years 
ago in Ireland. 

A British general election 
in December 1918—when 
Ireland was officially part 
of Britain—saw Sinn Fein 
candidates win 73 out of 105 
seats in Ireland. 

Sinn Fein wanted 
independence. So instead of 
wondering how to lobby for 
change from the government 
they forced the issue. 

Abstaining from 
Westminster they set up their 
own illegal parliament in 
Dublin—the first Dail. 

It met on 21 January 
1919. The same day attacks 
on British forces signalled 
the start of the war for 
independence. 

A general strike in April 
1918 against conscription 
had shown the potential for 
workers to push struggle 
forward. 

Republicanism was not the 
only possible beneficiary of 
the militant opposition. 

But the Irish Labour 
Party had stood aside in the 
general election, effectively 
ending any possibility of it 
playing a leading role in the 
independence fight. 

In May 1920, dock and 
railway workers refused to 
handle army supplies being 
imported to Ireland. 


Repression 

Over 14,000 people in 
Limerick downed tools to 
protest at British military 
repression. But strikes and 
protests took place in cities 
and towns across Ireland. 

In many rural areas 
small farmers and labourers 
began to take over land. 

And mass support for the 
IRA meant that, by 1920, a 
guerrilla war stretched British 
control to breaking point. 

The British government 
responded with more 
repression. 

Meanwhile in the north, 
Unionist leaders declared war 


NS 


on Catholics. The shipyards 
were cleared of all Catholic 
workers and “rotten Prods”— 
socialists. 

Hundreds of Catholic 
families were burned out of 
their homes. 

That wasn’t inevitable. In 
1919 the British army was 
suppressing a strike involving 
over 40,000 mainly Protestant 
workers in Belfast. 

By the beginning of 1921 
whole tracts of south western 
Ireland were effectively out of 
British control. 

Elsewhere the Dail and 
Westminster were vying with 
each other for control. 

The British government 
was still nominally in charge 
of Ireland. 

The Dail was a government 
with the full paraphernalia of 
parliamentary rule. 

Irish bosses and landlords 
began to demand that the 
Dail assert its authority and 
restore order. 

Land arbitration courts 
were set up to decide upon 
disputes. 

Most judgements favoured 
landlords, with the IRA 
enforcing decisions and the 
handing back of land. 

Sinn Fein told the Dail the 


Whole tracts 
Ireland were 
effectively out 
of British 
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BLACK AND Tans interrogate a Sinn Fein suspect 


courts “had prevented the 
land question from being 
used to divert the energies 
of people from the national 
issue”. 

The Dail’s view was clear— 
strikers and the landless 
were “out to create a state of 
anarchy which ought to be 
put a stop to”. 


Confiscation 

Sinn Fein leader Arthur 
Griffiths told bosses they 
had “nothing to fear in the 
way of confiscation nor 
unjust discrimination”. 

In July 1921 the British 
government called for talks 
and a truce was called. 

When Republican leaders 
entered Downing Street to 
negotiate Irish independence 
it marked the start of the end 
of the British Empire. 

But the agreement 
reached accepted the 
partition of Ireland. 

In January 1922 the Dail 
agreed to ratify the Treaty, 
flinging the country into civil 
war between the pro-Treaty 
government and anti-Treaty 
forces. 

The civil war ended in May 
1923 and partition remained. 
Nationalism was capable 
of mobilising large sections of 

the working class. 

But the Republican 
leadership failed to carry 
out the national liberation of 
Ireland. 

Its ties to the landlords and 
bosses held it back. 

Tragically the workers’ 
movement didn’t become an 
independent enough force 
for its own interests to push 
through the revolution to 
unite Ireland. 
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Bad reaction—the hazard of saving nuclear 


oe SARAH BATES 


THE FUTURE of nuclear 
energy is Britain is under 
intense discussion after two 
proposed nuclear reactors 
were scrapped. 

After months of specula- 
tion, multinational Hitachi 
announced last Thursday it 
was not going ahead with 
plants in North Wales and 
Gloucestershire. 

It follows a similar move 
by Toshiba, which decided in 
November it wouldn’t build 
a nuclear power station in 
Cumbria. 

Hinkley Point, being built 
in Somerset, is the only 
new nuclear plant under 
construction. 

And although Britain cur- 
rently has eight nuclear 
energy plants operating, 
all but one of these will be 
decommissioned by 2030. 


Dangerous 

The Tories claim that without 
new plants Britain is facing 
an “energy crisis”. 

But nuclear is a hugely 
dangerous option, and an 
energy supply based around 
nuclear power puts mil- 


LIVES WERE lost when Japan’s privately-operated Fukushima plant went into meltdown 


lions of lives at risk. Reactors 
went into meltdown at the 
Fukushima plant in Japan in 
2011 after a tsunami. 

Lives were lost because pri- 
vate nuclear operator Tepco 
failed to plan properly for dis- 
aster or react quickly enough 
when it struck. 

And building the plants is 
left to private firms, and the 
unpredictability of financial 


markets. Hitachi backed off 
from building plants because 
of “economic rationality”. 

This means energy and 
people’s lives are decided by 
a handful of millionaires in 
boardrooms. 

Theresa May’s government 
promised to underwrite 
£6 billion worth of loans to 
get the Wyfla project in North 
Wales off the ground. 


It’s not just the Tories who 
are keen on going nuclear, 
Labour’s 2017 manifesto 
committed the party to new 
reactors. 

That’s why shadow busi- 
ness secretary Rebecca 
Long-Bailey said Hitachi’s 
withdrawal amounted to a 
“full-blown crisis”. 

And Justin Bowden, GMB 
union national secretary for 


energy, said the announce- 
ment was a “tragic farce”. 

Bowden claimed it would 
“leave the country at risk 
of power cuts or reliant on 
imported electricity, much of 
it from unreliable regimes”. 

Unions say new nuclear 
plants would create jobs— 
an estimated 9,000 workers 
would have been needed to 
build Wyfla. 

But once opened, only a 
fraction of these would have 
permanent jobs. 

Nuclear power is not the 
“clean energy” lobbyists like 
to pretend. 

Mining raw materials, 
constructing infrastructure, 
creating energy and eventu- 
ally decommissioning plants 
produces carbon emissions 
at every stage of the process. 


Dumping 
It creates huge volumes 
of radioactive waste. EDF, 
which is building Hinckley 
Point, is dumping 300,000 
tonnes of potentially harmful 
sediment from the construc- 
tion site off the shore of 
Cardiff Bay. 

So if nuclear power is 
expensive, wasteful and 
hugely dangerous, why are 


the Tories so keen to press 
ahead with new plants? 

It’s partly because of the 
close relationship between 
nuclear energy and nuclear 
weapons. 

Nuclear energy involves 
a process that turns ura- 
nium into plutonium, which 
is then used to make deadly 
weapons. 

The British state wants 
to maintain its ability to 
manufacture nuclear weap- 
ons and ultimately continue 
to replace the Trident nuclear 
weapons programme. 

We don’t need to rely 
on nuclear power to create 
enough energy—or jobs. 

For the sake of the climate, 
it’s essential that there is a 
systematic shift towards har- 
nessing wind, solar and wave 
power and away from fossil 
fuels. 

There would need to be 
huge levels of infrastructure, 
similar to the huge project 
to build nuclear power 
stations. 

That means the entire 
working class movement, 
including the Labour Party 
and trade unions, need to 
throw themselves behind the 
fight for a nuclear-free future. 
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Duckenfield’s Hillsborough 
actions were ‘gross failure’ 


The trial of two men over the deaths of Liverpool fans as a result of 1989’s 
Hillsborough football stadium disaster began last week, reports Sadie Robinson 


@ THE ACTIONS of David 
Yad Duckenfield as police match 
commander during the 1989 
Hillsborough football disaster rep- 
resented a “gross failure,” a court 
has heard. 

Some 96 Liverpool football fans 
died after a crush developed in pens 
3 and 4 at the Leppings Lane end of 
Sheffield Wednesday’s stadium. 

Duckenfield was South Yorkshire 
Police’s match commander on the day. 
He is charged with gross negligence 
manslaughter of 95 people. 

Under the law at the time there 
can be no prosecution for the death 
of the 96th victim, Tony Bland. This is 
because he died more than a year and 
a day after his injuries were caused. 

Graham Mackrell, then safety 
officer at Sheffield Wednesday 
Football Club (SWFC), faces two 
charges relating to safety breaches. 
Both deny the charges. 

Richard Matthews, opening the 
case for the prosecution at Preston 
crown court last week, detailed how 
police and the club could monitor the 
number of fans in pens. 


Overcrowding 

He said police had taken meas- 
ures to deal with crushing and 
overcrowding during previous 
matches at Hillsborough. These 
included opening the perimeter gates 
onto the pitch and blocking access to 
the tunnel that led to pens 3 and 4. 

On the day of the disaster, a 
crowd built up outside the Leppings 
Lane turnstiles. 

The court heard that Duckenfield 
failed to properly consider the 
planning, preparation, roles, respon- 
sibilities and command of those who 
had to cope with the arrival of many 
thousands of people. 

Police had a policy of letting fans 
“find their own level” in the pens. 
Matthews said a key part of that 
policy was “the monitoring and 
supervision of what was occurring”. 

Without this, the policy was “an 


The prosecution 
argued that 
Duckenfield had 
the ‘ultimate 
responsibility’ for 
ensuring fans’ 
safety 
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THE 96 peopl 


abdication of responsibility”. Gate 
C at Leppings Lane was opened at 
2.48pm and again at 2.52pm follow- 
ing a series of requests from officers. 

Matthews said, “At no time during, 
prior or even after the opening of 
Gate C did David Duckenfield do 
anything to ensure that the capacity 
of those pens were monitored, that 
the crowd were directed into emptier 
pens or that, most importantly, access 
to the tunnel was stopped or even 
inhibited to prevent the inevitable 
crush of fans.” 

Ben Myers QC, representing 
Duckenfield, said the prosecution 
held Duckenfield “responsible for a 
great deal of things”. But he argued 
that there were several factors 
behind the disaster. 


Hindsight 

Myers said the jury will have to decide 
what Duckenfield could or should have 
foreseen at the time. He suggested 
that some of Duckenfield’s evidence 
at the inquests into the deaths of 
victims may have been qualified by 
hindsight. But Matthews had said, “It 
is not merely with hindsight that we 
can look back and see that there was 
an obvious, serious and very present 
risk of death from crushing. 

“It involves no hindsight to read 
the warning words of the 1986 Green 
Guide [into safety at grounds].” 

He also argued that Duckenfield 
had the “ultimate responsibility” for 


e who died because of the Hillsborough football disaster 


ensuring fans’ safety and also respon- 
sibility to take reasonable care in the 
command of others. 

“What the prosecution have to 
prove is that David Duckenfield’s 
extraordinarily bad failings to do his 
job on that day made a significant 
contribution to causing that fatal 
crushing,” he said. 

“That does not mean either that no 
one else or no other factor or circum- 
stance, including those outside his 
control, played a part in causing the 
crushing to occur.” 

Matthews said Duckenfield’s 


“extraordinarily bad” failings “were 
a substantial cause of the crushing 
and resultant deaths of each of the 
95 whose manslaughter he is charged 
with”. 

The trial continues. 


Mackrell ‘turned blind eye 


() THE GREEN Guide, which 
Ved concerns safety at stadiums, 
said those responsible for safety 
at grounds must draw up 
contingency plans for situations 
where turnstiles were 
insufficient. 

Matthews said the jury 
would have to consider what 
Mackrell ought to have done 
in terms of this requirement 
regarding his role as safety 
officer at the club. 

Clubs also had to agree 
with police prior to an 
event the methods of 


entry into the stadium. 

“It is the prosecution case 
that Mr Mackrell committed a 
criminal offence by agreeing 
to, or at the very least, turning 
a ‘blind eye’, or by causing 
through neglect of his duty, 
this breach by the club of this 
condition,” said Matthews. 

Matthews said the second 
charge against Mackrell 
concerned arrangements for 
admission to the stadium and 
in drawing up contingency 
plans where available entrances 
proved insufficient. 


Top cop admits 
to ‘failings’ 
during inquests 


»\ MATTHEWS told 
fe the jury that 
Duckenfield “admitted 
to a series of failings” 
during the most recent 
inquests into the deaths 
of the victims. “He 
accepted that there 
would have been a 
range of resources and 
documents available 
to him that would 
provide guidance,” said 
Matthews. 

“He agreed those 
resources emphasised 
the importance of 
careful policing of the 
crowd at the turnstiles. 

“He agreed that they 
emphasised the need 
for contingency plans to 
respond to a situation 
in which the turnstile 
delivery rate was 
insufficient to prevent 
a large gathering 
of spectators at the 
turnstiles. 

“He said that it was 
a mistake not to have 
made sure that he knew 
the ground in better 
detail than he did. 

“He admitted he 
wasn’t aware that 
turnstiles A-G gave 
access to the inner 
concourse with the 
tunnel directly in front. 

“He claimed not to 
have recognised the 
risk of overcrowding 
but accepted that it 
was common sense 
if you have a terrace 
divided into pens that 
there is at least a risk of 
overcrowding in any one 
of those pens.” 

Duckenfield 
“accepted that, in 
his planning and the 
planning of others for 
the match there should 
have been some thought 
given to monitoring the 
influx of fans into the 
pens.” 

Matthews also said 
Duckenfield had said 
that “he did not foresee 
where fans would go 
when they came in 
through the opened 
gates”. 

Duckenfield agreed 
that a fully competent 
match commander 
would have thought 
about this. 
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IN BRIEF 


Bristol Deliveroo 
strike fightback 


DELIVEROO WORKERS in 

Bristol struck for two hours 
on Friday evening between 
6pm and 8pm—the busiest 
time of day for food orders. 

They were demanding an 
increase in pay to £5 per 
delivery, £10 per hour for 
waiting time, £1 more per mile 
and no victimisations. 

Around 70 strikers and 
supporters gathered on 
College Green for speeches 
and then marched and rode 
up Park Street. 

They stopped at various 
restaurants on the way to 
express their opposition to 
exploitation and low pay. 

A contingent of Brazilian 
workers were among the most 
militant and vocal. 

Pete Wearden 


Tube cleaners fight 
1,000 job cuts plan 


TUBE CLEANERS were set 
to protest outside parliament 
on Tuesday of next week. 
The RMT union members are 
fighting plans by outsourcer 
ABM to slash jobs by a third. 

The firm, which took over 
a five-year contract in 2017, 
wants to reduce cleaning jobs 
from around 3,000 to 2,000. 

Workers will also demand 
bosses take them in house 
and improve their working 
conditions to reach parity 
with staff employed directly 
by Transport for London. 
@Join the demonstration—Tue 
29 Jan, 5pm, Old Palace Yard, 
London SWI1P 3JY 


Jersey workers 
fight back over pay 


SOME 400 public sector 
workers on Jersey have 
staged two days of strikes 
over a poor pay offer. 

Customs staff and teaching 
assistants walked out on 
Monday of last week and all 
other civil servants, including 
nursing staff, joined them the 
following day. 

The government—which 
has a £23 million underspend 
in its budget—imposed a 
1 percent lump sum pay 
“rise” on the workers. 

Members of the Unite and 
Prospect unions plan further 
strikes. 


Gatwick guards 
to vote on strikes 


WORKERS guarding Gatwick 
airport’s boundary are voting 
on strikes. The guards, who 
have recently joined the Unite 
union, are employed by OCS 
Manned Guarding. 

They are paid £8 an hour— 
the same rate as they were 
paid 12 years ago. 

Unite started a consultative 
ballot on Monday. 

Unite regional officer 
Jamie Major said, “As the 
workers have not received a 
rise for over a decade, they 
would need a 40 percent 
pay increase to restore their 
earnings to the real terms 
level it was in 2007.” 


a 
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RMT TRANSPORT union members on Northern rail including in Leeds (above) staged a 
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24-hour walkout last Saturday—their 45th day of strikes. Northern wants to axe the role of 
the guard from at least 50 percent of services 


UNISON UNION 
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Campaign growing 
for Karen Reissmann 


ni TOMAS TENGELY-EVANS 


TRADE UNIONISTS and 
socialists rallied in support 
of victimised health worker 
Karen Reissmann in 
Manchester last Saturday. 

More than 40 people 
joined the inaugural public 
meeting of the Reinstate 
Karen Reissmann campaign in 
the city. It brought together 
Unison union members from 
Greater Manchester, Yorkshire, 
Birmingham and London. 

They are demanding that 
Karen is reinstated to her 
democratically-elected posts in 
Unison. 

Karen was suspended from 
holding national executive 
committee (NEC) and health 
service group executive (SGE) 
committee. 


Health 


She was a leading critic of the 
NHS pay deal that the leaders 
of 13 health unions missold to 
their members. 

Karen’s suspension is an 
attack on the whole of the left 
and union democracy. 

If the Unison leadership gets 
away with victimising Karen, 
they could use it as a pretext to 
move against other left wingers 
and grassroots initiatives. 

At the meeting one Unison 


CIVIL SERVICE 


Solidarity with Karen 


member from Yorkshire said, 
“Unison has a history of trying 
to knock out left wing activists 
who get in their way.” 

They added, “But what we 
do in the next few weeks in 
critical.” 

The meeting received 
messages of support from 
two Unison local government 
branches and a hospital 
branch. 

Activists reported how they 
had been gathering support in 
workplaces and union bodies 
for the statement calling for 
Karen’s reinstatement. 

Over 500 people have 
signed it—including fellow 
members of the executive and 
different SGEs. 

Activists should keep 
going around workplaces and 
union branches gathering 
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signatures. And, if Karen’s 
suspension is not lifted, 
activists are planning lobbying 
and organising events around 
Unison’s sector conferences in 
the coming months. 


What you can do 

@Invite a speaker to a 
campaign meeting in your area 
@If you haven’t already, 

sign the statement at bit.ly/ 
ReinstateKarenReissmann 
@Like and share the Reinstate 
Karen Reissmann Facebook 
page 

@Take a selfie at work or 

in your union meeting or 
committee with the Reinstate 
Karen Reissmann sign available 
from the Facebook page 
@Support Karen and the other 
Unison Action left candidates 
in the Unison NEC elections. 


Build momentum for a new battle on pay 


A CAMPAIGN to build 
momentum for possible 
strikes in the civil service 
continued this week, as 
PCS union members met 
for consultations over pay. 
Activists are gearing 
up for a possible ballot 
for industrial action 
this year, demanding 
an end to more than a 
decade of a pay freeze. 
The union’s executive 
is proposing demands 
including a pay increase 


for all workers in the civil 
service of 8-10 percent 
and a minimum wage of 
£10 an hour nationally 
and £11.55 in London. 
Meetings were set to 
take place on Wednesday 
in Gloucester, on Thursday 
in Dundee, Leicester, 
Manchester, Plymouth, 
Swansea and Wrexham 
and on Friday in Cardiff, 
Clapham and Edinburgh. 
A ballot over pay last year 
saw more than 86 percent 


of those who took part 
vote in favour of strikes. 
But the ballot did not 
meet the 50 percent turnout 
threshold demanded by 
the Tory anti-union laws. 
Winning another ballot 
means union reps and 
activists have to focus on 
building momentum now. 
The consultations are a 
chance to organise, build 
and strengthen the union. 
@Go to bit.ly/PCSbriefings to 
find an event near you 
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Action after teachers’ vote? 


NEU UNION members have 
overwhelmingly voted to 
support strikes over pay 
and school funding. 

Some 84 percent of sixth 
form college members 
and 82 percent of school 
members backed strikes 
over pay and funding in an 
indicative ballot. And 100 
percent of NEU members 
who voted want the union 
to keep fighting school cuts. 

Over 80,000 teachers 
took part in the ballot. 
The total turnout was 31.4 
percent, falling short of the 
Tories’ 50 percent turnout 
threshold for legal strikes. 

The NEU will meet to 
discuss the next steps. 

The ballot showed the 
deep anger in schools 


Campaigns’ 
successes 


CAMPAIGNERS against 
academisation met at the 
Anti-Academies Alliance 
(AAA) meeting in London last 
Saturday. 

There were inspiring 
stories from parents and staff 
involved in battles against 
both forced and voluntary 
conversions. 

Alex Kenny from the 
NEU Executive gave the 
union’s committed support 
to all these campaigns and 
Alasdair Smith, AAA national 
secretary, outlined why and 
how to continue fighting this 
toxic policy. 

There were uplifting 
reports of recent successes, 
from Lewes to Leicester to 
Bristol. But there were also 
appalling stories told by 
parents of the treatment of 
some children at academies. 

We need to encourage 
all councils and as many 
MPs as we can to commit to 
defending schools against the 
privatisers and marketeers. 

We can win this battle and 
Saturday showed us the way. 
Simon O’Hara 


FURTHER EDUCATION 


UCU Left to 
plan action 


THE UCU Left will hold a 
conference and AGM in 
central London this Saturday. 
It takes place as UCU 
union members at 16 English 
colleges prepare for strikes 
and members in universities 
ballot for action over pay. 
The pay ballot involves 
around 70,000 workers 
across 143 universities, 
and ends on 22 February. 
@UCU Left conference and 
AGM, Sat 26 Jan, Llam-4pm, 
Westminster Kingsway College, 
211 Grays Inn Rd, London 
WC1X 8RA 


and helped to recruit 
new union reps. 

The turnout shouldn’t 
be used to argue that there 
isn’t a mood to fight. 

Some teachers may have 
seen the indicative ballot as 
a “survey” and so not voted. 

The best response to 
the indicative ballot would 
be to hold a full national 
ballot for strikes. 

But if that doesn’t happen 
there must be some strikes. 

Stefan Simms is divisional 
secretary for the NUT, 
part of the NEU, in Ealing, 
west London. “If we do 
nothing at all, that will 
demoralise people,” he 
told Socialist Worker. 

“There has to be 
some kind of action.” 


Strike against 
an academy 


NEU UNION members at The 
Barclay School in Stevenage 
began a three-day strike on 
Tuesday against a plan to turn 
the school into an academy. 

Students and parents joined 
strikers on the picket line. It 
followed a successful walkout 
on Wednesday of last week. 

The school is set to be run by 
Future Academies Trust from 
1 February. 

NEU members struck against 
the plan last month. And over 
2,700 people have signed a 
petition against it. 

Shadow education secretary 
Angela Rayner sent her “full 
solidarity” to those fighting to 
defend the school. Rayner said 
a Labour government would 
“4mmediately end academy 
conversions”. 

@Messages of support to 
NEU rep Jill Borcherds at 
jeborcherds@hotmail.com 
and Barhey Singh, divisional 
secretary, at barheysingh@ 
yahoo.co.uk Go to bit.ly/ 
HandsOffBarclay for details. 
Hands Off Barclay protest Sat 
26 Jan, 10am, Barclay School, 
Walkern Road, SG1 3RB 


Fighting the 
Enfield MAT 


NEU UNION members at 
Galliard primary school in 
Enfield, north London, struck 
on Thursday of last week. 
Workers are fighting a plan 
to turn the school into a 
privately-run academy. 

Local Labour MP Kate 
Osamor joined strikers on 
the picket line, as did NEU 
president Kiri Tunks. 

The school faces being 
turned into an academy as 
part of a Multi Academy 
Trust along with Wilbury, 
Fleecefield, Raynham and 
Brettenham schools. 


Get your reports and pictures to us by 12 noon on Monday 
Post PO Box 74955, London E16 9EJ Phone 020 7840 5656 Email reports @socialistworker.co.uk 
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Strikes can put the 
clamp on bosses 


by SARAH BATES 


TRAFFIC WARDENS in 
north London are gearing up 
for another round of strikes 
for higher pay. 

Around 120 Unison union 
members in Camden are 
planning a 14-day walkout 
from Monday 4 February. 

Strikers voted for indefi- 
nite action at the end of a two 
week walkout in December. 

And since the dispute, 
most traffic wardens have 
only been working their 
contracted hours. 

They are employed by 
outsourcer NSL which has 
a contract with Labour-run 
Camden council. 


Determined 

Camden Unison branch sec- 
retary Liz Wheatley spoke to 
Socialist Worker in a personal 
capacity. She said the work- 
ers are “determined and not 
giving up”. 

“They’re low paid and 
losing money when they’re 
taking action,” she said. 

“But they understand the 
only way they’ve ever got any- 
thing is through organising 
and taking action together.” 

A round of strikes in 2016 
won workers a three-year 
pay deal of £10.20 an hour 
and bosses’ agreement to pay 
25p above the London Living 


Wage. The living wage has 
been increased to £10.55 an 
hour but NSL bosses are refus- 
ing to increase workers’ pay. 

The action is starting to 
see results, with workers 
expecting a lump sum in 
this month’s pay packet. 


CIVIL SERVICE WORKERS 


Whitehall departments 
walk out for living wage 


OUTSOURCED workers 

at the Ministry of Justice 
(MOJ) and the Department 
of Business, Energy and 
Industrial Strategy (BEIS) 
walked out on Tuesday. 

They are demanding 
the London Living Wage of 
£10.55 an hour and parity of 
terms and conditions with 
workers employed directly 
by the departments. 

The MoJ workers are 
United Voices of the World 
union members. At BEIS 
they are represented by the 
PCS union. 

Labour shadow 
chancellor John McDonnell 
and shadow BEIS minister 
Rebecca Long-Bailey joined 
the picket lines. 

“If | am sick | don’t get 
paid,” said striker Cristina. 


Unity on the picket line 


On top of not getting sick 
pay, workers employed by 
outsourcers also get less 
holiday entitlement. 

MoJ security guard Purna 
said he works a 12-hour 
shift six days a week. 

“£9 an hour is not enough,” 
he said. “The MoJ makes 
the law—how can they pay 
you like that?” 


JUBILANT SCENES on the picket lines last year 


Workers were paid £10.20 
an hour until April 2018 
when NSL bosses decreased 
pay to £10 an hour— 
withholding the extra 20p 
until the pay dispute was 
resolved. But bosses have 
now relented and agreed to 
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pay the extra this month. 
Trade unionists should build 
solidarity for the picket lines 
and join them. 

@To send solidarity messages 
or to arrange for a striker to 
come to speak at your meeting 
email unison@camden.gov.uk 


Demand a general election 


AROUND 60 people joined 
a lively protest to demand 
a general election in 
Portsmouth last Saturday. 

The protest was called 
by Labour left group 
Momentum. 

Sean Hoyle from the RMT 
transport workers union 
called for the trade unions 
to take advantage of the 
Tory crisis and take on the 
government. 


AROUND 60 protesters 
gathered in Bristol last 
Saturday to demand an 


immediate general election. 
Speakers emphasised the 
need to deal with the social 
crisis caused by the Universal 
Credit benefits regime, 
homelessness and the 
underfunding of the NHS. 
Pete Wearden 


DOZENS OF people turned 
out in Bolton to demand a 
general election on Saturday 
of last week. 

Speakers included 
representatives of the NEU 
education union and Stand 
Up To Racism. 


TRANSPORT 


BUS DRIVERS are set to 
return to the picket lines in 
the north east of England 
as part of their fight against 
poverty pay. 

Around 650 Unite union 
members at Arriva Durham 
County are planning to walk 
out for 10 days from Sunday. 


It follows a seven-day strike 
earlier in January. 

They are fighting for a 
rise of £1 an hour, backdated 
from March 2018. 

Workers were voting on 
a new offer from bosses as 
Socialist Worker went to 
press on Tuesday. 


CARE WORKERS 


>>>continued from page 20 
that’s actually brought 
forward policy that put 
your livelihoods at risk, 
your families at risk is 
unacceptable,” she said. 

The fallout from the bins 
dispute continues to rumble 
on. Workers are on a work to 
rule and overtime ban over 
the council’s treatment of 
workers following a strike 
in 2017. 

Their Unite union is 
accusing the council of 
making “outrageous and 
immoral payments” to 
GMB members, who didn’t 
walk out. But the council 
cabinet voted to seek an 
injunction to stop industrial 
action. 

Unity between these 
workers and anyone else 
wanting to resist austerity 
will be critical to winning. 

It’s a welcome step that a 
homecare solidarity meeting 
has been organised with 
speakers including Unison 
general secretary Dave 
Prentis and PCS general 
secretary Mark Serwotka. 

Strikers were set to vote 
on further action this Friday. 

More pressure will be 
needed to finish off the 
threat of cuts for good. 
@Rally—Solidarity with 
the Birmingham homecare 


workers, Tue 29 Jan, 6.30pm, 
Birmingham and Midlands 
Institute, B3 3BS 


UNISON UNION members 
at the Alternative Futures 
Group are balloting 
for strikes after bosses 
announced plans to slash 
their pay on overnight shifts. 

They work in the homes 
of vulnerable adults and are 
paid a flat rate, then extra 
for every time they wake up 
during the night. 

Bosses claim they can 
only afford to pay the flat 
rate of £30 to £40. These 
changes could axe up to 
£2,000 from workers’ annual 
wages. 

The ballot finishes on 
1 February. 


Make the Taxi bosses pay 


HUNDREDS OF minicab 
drivers protested outside the 
Transport for London (TfL) 
headquarters on Monday. 

TfL has announced that it 
will remove minicab drivers’ 
exemption from the congestion 
charge in April. 

Drivers will have to pay 
£11.50 every time they go into 
the central London congestion 
zone, and another £12.50 fora 


new clean air zone charge. Yet 
many drivers make just above 
the minimum wage. 

Yaseen Aslam from the 
IWGB union told Socialist 
Worker that taxi operators 
such as Uber should pay the 
costs. 

“TfL needs to pass the 
charge on to the operators 
as part of their conditions of 
operating in London,” he said. 


Protest to support cabbie 


DEMONSTRATORS WERE out 
in support of an important 
legal challenge being brought 
at Sheffield Crown Court 

on Monday of this week. 

A Rotherham-based taxi 
driver was set to challenge 
the use of Public Interest 
Immunity (PII) by Rotherham 
Council. 

The challenge comes 
after the council revoked Mr 
Shafqat Hussain’s taxi licence 
in February 2018 without 
providing evidence or reason 


under PII grounds. 

Campaigners, including 
supporters of the victorious 
Rotherham 12 anti-racist 
campaign, worry that local 
authorities use of PII in the 
licensing and revocation 
of private hire vehicles 
represents a draconian 
precedent. 

Local councils across the 
country can use PII to take 
away drivers’ livelihoods 
without having to show just 
cause. 


ROYAL PALACES 


WORKERS AT the Tower of 
London and Hampton Court 
Palace struck in defence of 
their pensions on Tuesday of 
this week. 

The GMB union members 
include Beefeaters at the 
Tower of London. 

They walked out after talks 


with bosses at Historic Royal 
Palaces broke down. 

Mick Ainsley, GMB 
organiser, said, “Our 
members are disappointed 
not to have reached an 
agreement, but their offer 
was simply not good 
enough.” 


Unions declare 


win in Glasgow 


Strikes forced bosses at Glasgow City Council into making a deal after a long 
battle for equal pay. But workers must have the final say, writes Sarah Bates 


TRADE UNIONS are 
claiming victory in the equal 
pay fight at Glasgow City 
Council. 

Workers have been battling 
for 12 years over a discrimi- 
natory pay scheme that saw 
women council workers paid 
less than men. 

The GMB and Unison 
unions, alongside legal team 
Action4Equality, announced 
last Thursday that a deal 
with the Scottish National 
Party (SNP)-led council had 
been agreed. 

The breakthrough follows 
action last October when 
8,000 cleaners, caterers, 
home carers and teaching 
assistants staged a 48-hour 
walkout. 

Glasgow City Council’s 
previous Labour administra- 
tion dragged its heels over 
resolving the dispute for 
more than a decade. 

Unison steward Lynn 
Marie O’Hara, a cleaning 
supervisor in a care home, 
told Socialist Worker that 
on hearing news of the deal 
workers “burst out crying and 
hugged each other”. 

It’s a major breakthrough 
in a dispute that has raged 
for so long that many women 
have died before they were 
able to settle their claims. 


Schemes 

Workers were put on 
lower pay scales than work 
performed predominately 
by men and excluded from 
bonus schemes which male 
workers had access to. 

The deal affects workers 
in education, social work, 
administration, cultural 
services and care services. 

Many have such low pay 
they are forced to work two 
or three part-time jobs just to 
survive. 

Some workers are forced 
to use foodbanks, despite 
having multiple contracts 
with the council. 

Lynn Marie said the 
settlement will mean “people 
can make better choices, 
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WORKERS STRUCK to get pay justice 


they can work less hours”. 
Details of the deal have yet 
to be announced. But Unison 
Scottish secretary Mike Kirby 
said the agreement “finalises 
the principles and structure 
of any payout”. 

Both sides have agreed 


a rough formula for how 
individuals’ claims will be 
settled. But the payout will 
be different for each worker 
depending on length of time 
worked, unsocial hours pay, 
and a host of other factors. 
Lynn Marie, who had 
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never struck before, said 
October’s walkout was “cru- 
cial” in making the council 
move. “The strike was won- 
derful and the outcome is 
wonderful,” she said. 

“We shut down Glasgow, 
we felt bad about it, but 


we had to do it. Bin people 
came out and supported us. 
We showed people made 
Glasgow—we make it every 
day.” 

Women will likely have 
to wait months until they 
find out what they are being 
offered, and can then decide 
if they want to challenge it. 

They must have all the 
details—and the chance to 
discuss them collectively—as 
soon as possible. 

Unions should keep up 
the pressure through mass 
meetings and protests to 
demand that workers get the 
payments they deserve. 


Promises 

They need to be ready to 
bring workers out on strike 
to fight for more if the coun- 
cil tries to renege on its 
promises. 

Some 13,000 claims pres- 
ently remain unresolved, and 
the settlement is likely to 
cost the council at least £500 
million. 

These workers deserve 
every penny paid to them by 
Glasgow City Council—but 
their settlement shouldn’t 
come at the expense of jobs 
and services. 

There will likely be an 
attempt by the right of the 
administration to force 
through cuts under the pretext 
of paying the equal pay bill. 

But ordinary people 
shouldn’t be held responsible 
for the council administration 
withholding wages. 

Successive Labour and 
SNP-led councils knew for 
over a decade and appear to 
have failed to build savings to 
settle the claim. 

The gains that have been 
won are a result of the actions 
of the striking women— 
and others who supported 
them. It should be a lesson to 
unions everywhere. 
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Carers put 
pressure on 
councillors 


BIRMINGHAM home 
carers are striking back 
against a Labour council 
that refuses to back off 
from attacks on workers. 

Unison union members 
struck for 48 hours last 
week and were set to 
walk out again on Friday 
and Saturday this week. 

It comes at a crucial 
point in the dispute. 

Around 270 home 
careers have been 
fighting for almost two 
years against waves of 
attack from Birmingham 
City Council. 

The predominately 
women workforce has 
been taking to the 
streets and campaigning 
on the wards of 
cabinet members. 

Workers plan mass 
leafletting sessions 
every Saturday until 
23 February. 

They are set to visit 
the wards of council 
leader Ian Ward, deputy 
leader Brigid Jones, 
and cabinet member for 
health and social care 
Paulette Hamilton. 

The Labour Group 
voted narrowly last 
week to proceed with 
planned cuts to the home 
enablement team. 

The council cabinet 
was set to vote on 
Wednesday of this week 
on whether to scrap 
the service entirely 
or force workers onto 
part time hours. 


Attacks 


The home carers also 
face attacks to their 
mileage payments and 
unsocial hours pay. 

Labour councillor 
Lisa Trickett—the 
councillor responsible 
for running the bins 
service during a strike 
in 2017—spoke to home 
care workers outside 
the vote last week. 

Trickett said she 
was one of a group of 
councillors who had 
“voted very clearly 
against your pay, your 
conditions being cut 
because of the failure 
of management”. 

“We are absolutely 
sick to death of seeing 
women bearing the 
brunt of austerity. 

“And to be part of 
a Labour council 
>>Continued on page 19 
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